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Second Prize CAA Student Competition 2010 

 

Memorial to the Wahine Disaster 

 

A cliff top structure commemorates New Zealand’s worst maritime disaster, the sinking of the Wahine ferry in 1968 

with the loss of 53 lives. Jurors thought the relationship between a dramatic site and emotive subject matter extremely 

well handled. The building both looks outwards to the site of the sinking and inwards to focus on the poignant historic 

and human impact of the disaster. A tranquil internal realm provides a fitting space for contemplation. The quality of 

the presentation was also admirable. 

 

Thomas Ibbotson, 4
th

 year, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand 

 

Visit www.comarchitect.org for winning schemes 
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Objectives and Aims 
 

 

The objectives of the Association, set out in its constitution, are the advancement of Architecture in the 

Commonwealth and the promotion and acquisition of knowledge of the various arts and sciences connected 

therewith.  

 

The Association is empowered in particular; 

 to promote co-operation between associations of architects within the Commonwealth and equivalent 

organisations outside the Commonwealth to ensure the maximum contribution by architects to the well-

being of society. 

 to promote and encourage activities on a regional basis for the purpose of studying common issues. 

 to make awards of medals or certificates in recognition of significant contributions to Architecture or 

its associated sciences. 

 to receive, administer and apply donations, studentships or scholarships or for any other general or 

specific charitable object or purpose connected with the Association or, for any other charitable 

purpose connected with Architecture. 
 

 

The CAA’s current aims, grouped under the following headings, are; 

 

Education 

 Operating criteria and procedures for the validation of courses in architecture. 

 Supporting international mutual recognition of qualifications in architecture. 

 Organising an international student competition. 

 

Practice 

 Supporting conferences, seminars and workshop on sustainable building and construction practices. 

 

Communication 

 Dissemination of information on architecture. 

 

Commonwealth 

 Participation in Commonwealth forums including those concerning the built environment for the 

purpose of improving the quality of the built environment. 

 Collaboration with BEPIC the informal grouping of associations of built environment professions in 

the Commonwealth. 

 

International 

 Collaboration with regional associations of architects. 

 Collaboration with the International Union of Architects (UIA). 
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Public Benefit 
 

 

The Council and Trustees have referred to the Charities Commission’s guidance on the public benefit 

requirement for UK charities and have considered how planned activities meet this requirement. 

 

During the year the charity has furthered its charitable purposes for the public benefit through; 

 

Education 

 Validating courses in architecture and national validation systems. This improves and strengthens 

standards in higher education in architecture by benchmarking and facilitates exchange and 

movement of students, academics and practitioners between countries. 

 Collaborating with other signatories in the Canberra Accord for Architectural Education enabling 

the mutual recognition of architectural qualifications. This aims to facilitate movement of graduates 

across borders advancing architectural knowledge through exchange and increasing economic 

opportunities for small and developing economies in the Commonwealth. 

 The 8
th
 CAA international student competition inspiring winning sustainable design solutions by 

students for display to their peers. 

 

Practice 

 Partnering with the Sri Lanka Institute of architects to convene the triennial CAA Conference 

'Architecture : rethinking sustainability’ raising awareness of  sustainability and climate change and 

exchanging  knowledge in the profession. 

 

Commonwealth 

 Supporting  the BEPIC (Built Environment Professions In the Commonwealth) seminar, ‘Climate 

change – adaptation and mitigation’ encouraging interdisciplinary working to find appropriate 

solutions to improve the urban built environment in the Commonwealth context. 

 

International 

 Signing a Memorandum of Understanding with the International Union of Architects to promote 

better use of resources of the CAA and UIA to address issues of mutual concern. 

 

This report is approved by the Council and Trustees on the 19
th
 December 2011;      

 

 

Signed………………………………………………. 

Ar. Mubasshar Hussain, President  

On behalf of the CAA Council 

 

 

Signed………………………………………………. 

Nick Willson, Trustee and Honorary Secretary / Treasurer 

On behalf of the CAA Trustees
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Membership 

 

 

The Members of the Association are institutes, associations and societies which, in the opinion of the 

Council, represent the body of architects in a country and subscribe to the purposes and objects of the 

Association. They must be constituted in a manner consistent with the policies of the Association and not 

discriminate against their own members or potential members on the basis of race, colour, sex, religion, 

national origin or political persuasion. 
 

During the year Singapore and St Kitts and Nevis applied to join the association 

 
Membership in 2010 comprised; 

 
Country 

 

Institute/Association 

Australia Royal Australian Institute of Architects 

Bahamas* Institute of Bahamian Architects 

Bangladesh Institute of Architects Bangladesh 

Barbados Barbados Institute of Architects 

Bermuda Institute of Bermuda Architects 

Botswana Architects Association of Botswana 

Cyprus Cyprus Civil Engineers & Architects Association  

Fiji Fiji Association of Architects  

Ghana Ghana Institute of Architects 

Guyana Guyana Institute of Architects  

Hong Kong Hong Kong Institute of Architects  

India* Indian Institute of Architects  

Jamaica Jamaica Institute of Architects 

Kenya Architectural Association of Kenya  

Lesotho* Lesotho Architects Engineers & Surveyors Association  

Malawi* Malawi Institute of Architects  

Malta Kamra Tal-Periti  

Namibia Namibia Institute of Architects 

New Zealand New Zealand Institute of Architects  

Nigeria Nigerian Institute of Architects  

Papua New Guinea Papua New Guinea Institute of Architects. 

Sierra Leone* Sierra Leone Institute of Architects 

South Africa South African Institute of Architects  

Sri Lanka Sri Lanka Institute of Architects 

St Lucia* St. Lucia Association of Architects 

St Vincent and The Grenadines St. Vincent & The Grenadines Institute Of Architects 

Tanzania Architectural Association of Tanzania 

Trinidad & Tobago* Trinidad And Tobago Institute Of Architects 

Uganda Uganda Society of Architects 

United Kingdom Royal Institute of British Architects 

Zambia* Zambia Institute of Architects 

Zimbabwe* Zimbabwe Institute of Architects 

 
* Members Suspended for non-payment of dues
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19
th

 General Assembly and Conference 

16-20
th

 February 2010, Colombo, Sri Lanka 
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19
th

 General Assembly 
 

 

Delegates from 14 countries attended the assembly with 11 observers including UIA President, Louise Cox. 

 

2007-2010 Session 

In his opening address CAA President Gordon Holden noted that the current financial constraints faced by 

CAA, due to reduced subscription income, had proved to be a catalyst for Council to reflect on the essence 

of the organisation. The outcome of the November 2009 Council meeting in Cyprus was confirmation of the 

continued relevance of the organisation and proposals for a new operational structure.  

A major achievement of the session was CAA’s contribution as a founder signatory of the Canberra Accord 

for Mutual Recognition of Architectural Qualifications which came into operation in January 2010 with 

CAA’s George Henderson as its first Chair.  

However the President was disappointed that that his aim to elect women councillors had not been achieved. 

‘We are at risk of becoming less relevant in a world society if our Council remains a group of senior men’, 

he said. 

Executive Director, Tony Godwin, noted that assessing the risks of moving around the world had been the 

backdrop to the period and congratulated the Sri Lanka Institute of Architects for persisting with their 

hosting bid and organising the conference in such a short timescale.  

A significant change in the operation of CAA over the last 10 years was in the activity profile; from events 

often undertaken in partnership with members at the local level to international activities administered from 

the centre. These require increased administrative capacity. 

 

Validation  

George Henderson (Chair, UK) reported that CAA had re-established its Validation secretariat, following 

the end of the contract with the RIBA, managing an increasing workload and implementing the ‘Green 

Book’ procedures.  System agreements were concluded with Australia and UK and country agreements with 

Hong Kong and New Zealand were in negotiation.  

The President announced that George was standing down after long and dedicated service and nominated 

Clare Newton, an Australian member of the CAA validation panel, who was duly appointed by the 65
th
 

Council meeting. 

 

Education 

Mansur Ahmadu (Chair, Nigeria) served on the Validation Panel Executive Committee and assisted in 

bringing forward two Nigerian schools for validation. The 8
th
 International Student Competition, ‘A 

Memorial to a Memorable Event’ attracted 91 entries from 47 schools of architecture in 16 Countries. The 

contest is supported by the Architectural Review and was reported in their April 2010 issue.  

 

Practice 

Balbir Verma (Chair, India) made a presentation on GATS and the implications for the profession urging 

member institutes to engage with their governments to make ‘Offers’. 

P4P (Partners for Projects) the business forum for practices working internationally had not progressed 

awaiting commitment from all member institutes, although an administration contract had been negotiated 

with the Hong Kong Institute of Architects.  

A sustainable infrastructure design workshop was held in Uganda together with aPREA (Promoting 

Renewable Energy in Africa) and hosted by the new Department of Architecture at Uganda Martyrs 

University with participation from the Architects Association of Kenya. CAA sponsored speakers from 

Namibia, Nigeria and South Africa. 

 



CAA 
 
Commonweal th  Assoc ia t ion of  Arch i tec ts  

  

6 

 

Communication  

Contracts for an eJournal and new website had been agreed together with initial design work but these 

projects were still in progress. 

 

Commonwealth 

BEPIC, the association with other Civil Society built environment professional organisations, had flourished 

with a successful workshop at the People’s Forum prior to the Uganda CHOGM including presentation of a 

summary report by Mark Olweny, local facilitator for the sustainable infrastructure workshop. BEPIC 

lobbied successfully for a State of Commonwealth Cities report. 

CAA secured a grant from the Commonwealth Foundation for 2007-2008 and 2008-2009. 

 

Country Reports 

In spite of the global financial crisis these revealed much local activity with a number of recurring themes; 

 a number of countries maintaining workloads largely unaffected by the recession for particular local 

reasons. 

 strong engagement with government, particularly on climate change, sustainability and improving 

the built environment. 

 established and emerging CPD programmes. 

 a strong events programme often including an architecture week or celebrating World Architecture 

day. 

 regional collaboration particularly in the Americas (Caribbean Islands) and West Africa 

(Ghana/Nigeria). 

 More women holding institute office. 

 

Finance 

The figures, budget and actual, for the session revealed persistent divergence from the budget and deficits 

resulting in a reserve £8000 lower than the agreed level of £30,000. Whilst there were good reasons for this 

outcome the need for strict financial control and more frequent monitoring by Council was agreed in order 

to rebuild reserves. 

An outline budget, prepared on the following basis, was agreed; 

 subscription income will be used for core administration 

 Validation will be funded by implementing charges for validation services appropriate to the market 

and partially subsidised by subscription income. 

 All other activities will be self-funding  

 Reserves will be re-established to £30000 

The 65
th
 Council Meeting agreed a 4% increase in the subscription rate for 2010 and confirmed an earlier 

decision for a £150 minimum fee. The charging basis on number of full members for the preceding financial 

year will be clarified and suspension for non-payment of dues will be strictly enforced.  

 

Constitution 

It was agreed to review the constitution particularly in the matter of elections and to develop by-laws to 

provide procedural detail. 

The UK charitable status was confirmed as useful, mainly for taxation benefits, but also as an audit of the 

affairs of the association. The UK Charity Commission’s requirements for a board of trustees responsible 

for ensuring that the charity is run in accordance with charity regulations, and for financial control to be 

retained in the UK with the Treasurer and majority of trustees resident in the UK, were noted. 
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Management Structure 

Activities will be placed under the traditional committee headings of Education, Practice and 

Communication. The need for an active Council was stressed and a Council member will be responsible for 

each activity under the overall management of the relevant Committee chair. 

The executive will be re-established to assist with day-to-day management.  

 

Activities 2010-2013 

The following activities were endorsed by the assembly as appropriate and relevant for the association to 

undertake noting always the requirement for ‘collaboration not duplication’ relative to the work of other 

local or international organisations. 

  

Education 

 Validation 

 Student Competition 

 

Practice 

 P4P 

 GATS 

 Contracts. Assessing the need among members for developing a standard building contract and 

Architect/Client form of agreement for use in Commonwealth Countries. UIA offered to share the 

contract form they have developed with FIDIC. RAIA and RIBA also offered assistance. 

 Continuing Professional Development. The full scope of this project is to be decided but the need 

for CAA to have a CPD policy to guide members was supported. RAIA offered to assist with this 

and to make sample CPD material available online. 

 

Communication 

 Website: Completing the new website project. 

 Ejournal: Implementing the existing publishing contract. 

 

Other  

 Robert Matthew Award. 

 20
th
 General Assembly and Conference. An expression of interest to host this event was accepted 

from Institute of Architects Bangladesh. A formal bid is to be developed and submitted. 
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CAA/SLIA Conference ‘Rethinking Sustainability’ 
 

 

This event comprised a diverse and stimulating range of speakers (see below) and, as a finale, spectacular 

audio-visual presentations from students of the two schools of architecture in Sri Lanka; 

 

 

Gordon H Chong USA California Academy of Sciences by Renzo Piano Building 

Workshop, collaboration with Chong Partners Architecture & 

ARUP. 

 

Dr Kenneth Yeang Malaysia Green Design and Planning: Some Design Strategies. 

 

Catherine Slessor UK 

 

Touching the Ground Lightly: How vernacular tradition can 

reshape and renew contemporary practice. 

 

Rafiq Azam Bangladesh Water, Green and Light. 

 

Milroy Perera Sri Lanka The Kandalama Hotel. 

 

Kerry Clare Australia Designing with Intent – Ordinary and Imperfect. 

 

Ismeth Raheem Sri Lanka Revisiting Sustainability. Learning from tradition. 

 

Gordon Holdon New Zealand Cities, Suburbs and Place- Making 

 

Ashok B Lall India Holistic Approach to Sustainable Architecture & Urbanism for 

the Developing World: a Strategic Overview of Challenges and 

Opportunities. 

 

Gaetan Siew Mauritius Globalisation and Sustainability. 

 

Vinod Jayasinghe Sri Lanka Making the Simple Interesting. 

 

Michael Jansen Germany The Forgotten Report. 

 

Ratnasiri Jayasinghe Sri Lanka Frag Vs De-Frag 

 

Llewellyn Van Wyk South Africa Green Buildings as an Instrument of Transformation. Building for 

Social and Economic Sustainability. 

 

Janaka Wijesundara Sri Lanka Building for Social, Economic and Cultural Sustainability. 

  

George Henderson UK Rethinking Sustainability – the Challenge for Education. 

 

 

The event was reported in the April issue of the Architectural Review (see P7) and the presentations can be 

viewed at http://www.slia.lk/tt/Call_for_Papers.php 

 
 
 

http://www.slia.lk/tt/Call_for_Papers.php
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Education  

 E002  

- CAA Validation System 

- On-going administration of the system with 4 Validation Panel Executive 

Committee meetings (02.10, 05.10, 07.10, 12.10) by teleconference. 

- Developing and agreeing a fee structure for charging validation services 

from 01.11. 

- Appointment of Clare Newton (Australia) as Chair of the Validation 

Panel (replacing George Henderson (UK) who has served since 2001) and 

considering new nominations for the validation Panel. 

- London meeting between Clare Newton, Tony Godwin and James Soane 

(UK CAA Panellist). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6466 

 E059 South Africa  

- CAA/ SACAP (South African Council for the Architectural Profession) 

Validation System Agreement 

- Discussing and advising on the operation of the South African procedures 

at the time of the review date (05.10) for the CAA/SACAP agreement. 

- Reviewing reports coming from the system. 

- London Meeting (10.10) with SACAP President Phill Mashabane,  

Fanuel Motsepe, SACAP Councillor and President of the South African 

Institute of Architects, Gerald Steyn, Chair SACAP Validation 

Committee and Acting Registrar Cecilia Chinga, to discuss the 

agreement. 

- Nominating representatives for SACAP visiting boards to schools (see 

E099 below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1214 

 E070 Australia  

- CAA/AIA (Australian Institute of Architects) Validation System Agreement 

- On-going administration of the CAA’s agreement with the AIA reviewing 

reports coming from the system. 

- An invited response was submitted to the Review of Australian 

accreditation procedures 

 

 

 

 

 

248 
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 E076  

02.10 ‘A Memorial to a Memorable Event’ Eighth International Student Design 

Competition 2010 supported by the Architectural Review 

Jury; 
Ashley de Vos – Academic and practitioner, Sri Lanka; 

D. B. Nawarathna – Practitioner and Convener of ARCASIA Awards, Sri Lanka; 

Kerry Clare – Practitioner, Architectus and teacher, Australia; 

Catherine Slessor – Editor, The Architectural Review, UK; 

 

A total of 91 submissions were appraised and reduced to 19 schemes for further 

consideration. Six projects reached the final shortlist and from these, four awards 

were made, as follows: 

 

First Prize. Digested Landscape 

Simon Crockford, 6
th
 year, University of Nottingham, UK 

Second Prize. Memorial to the Wahine Disaster 

Thomas Ibbotson, 4
th
 year, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand 

Joint Third Prize. Mauaharanui  

Harry Croucher, 2
nd

 year, Unitec, Auckland, New Zealand 

Joint Third Prize. Azadi Square 

Aisan Kianmehr, 3
rd

 year, University of Putra, Malaysia 

Best Submission by a 1
st
 or 2

nd
 Year Student. Back to the Future 

Matthew Roberts, 2
nd

 year, Unitec, Auckland, New Zealand 

 

The results of the student competition together with images of the winning entries 

and an additional 14 entries are available to view on the CAA website. 

Certificates were also prepared and sent to the winners and those selected for 

exhibition.(See full report on Page 18) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6637 

 E075 New Zealand  

- CAA NZIA (New Zealand Institute of Architects) Validation Agreement  

Following a meeting in London with Beverley McRae, CEO of NZIA the 

agreement to validate the courses in architecture in New Zealand was concluded 

and signed. 

 

 

 

 

461 

 E083 UK  

- CAA/RIBA (Royal Institute of British Architects) Validation System 

Agreement  

- Reviewing reports from the UK system. 

- Supplying CAA reports for information. 

 

 

 

 

225 
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 E085  

- Canberra Accord 

On-going participation in the Accord, operation from January 2010 including; 

- updating CAA information on the Accord website.  

- Payment of annual subscription (£1301). 

- Contributing to development of a promotional leaflet. 

- Nominating and funding a reviewer for the Mexican system (see E089 

below).  

- Attending Signatories teleconference (see E100 below). 

For more information visit www.canberraccord.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1500 

 E088 Hong Kong  

- Validation Agreement with the Hong Kong Institute of Architects 

The HKIA/ARB Accreditation System must take precedence in any validation 

process as it is mutually recognised by China and the Hong Kong Government 

and facilitates other arrangements (academic credits and registration). CAA can 

only offer validation of the Hong Kong schools on the basis of a visit procedure 

equivalent to a direct CAA visit. This involves two CAA representatives and was 

agreed to by HKIA for the visit to the Chinese University of Hong Kong (see 

E096 below) as an interim measure pending a formal agreement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

371 

 E096 Hong Kong  

04.10 HKIA/ARB visiting board to the Chinese University of Hong Kong  

The board recommended Unconditional validation (continued). CAA nominated 

two representatives to act as board members; Mark Raymond, Trinidad and 

Tobago (out of region) and Asoka Widanapathirana , Sri Lanka (in region). 

 

 

 

 

608 

 E097 New Zealand  

04.10 NZIA/NZRAB Visiting Board to UNITEC, Auckland 

Validation of the courses in New Zealand is carried out by the New Zealand 

Institute of Architects together with the New Zealand registered architects board 

who use the Australian accreditation procedures under license from the Architects 

Accreditation Council of Australia, (AACA) and the Australian Institute of 

Architects (AIA). CAA nominated two representatives to participate as board 

members, Eugenie Bell from Australia (in region) and James Soane from UK (out 

of region). James Soane was not able to attend as flights from the UK were 

cancelled due to the volcanic ash from Iceland. However the CAA Validation 

Panel Executive Committee (ExCom) agreed to accept the report, which 

recommended Unconditional validation (continued). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

610 

http://www.canberraccord.org/
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 E098 Mexico  

05.10 Canberra Accord visit to COMEA (Consejo Mexicano de Acreditacion de 

Enseñanza de la Arquitectura) the Mexican Validation system 

As a signatory to the Canberra Accord, CAA is periodically invited to put forward 

a nominated reviewer for visits to signatory systems and pays the travel expenses 

of that person. In this case ExCom member Jim Low (UK) was selected.   

 

 

 

 

 

894 

 

 E099 South Africa  

05.10 SACAP visiting board to the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University, Port 

Elizabeth 

This recommended Conditional validation (continued).  Phillip Kungu (Kenya) 

was CAA’s invited representative.  

 

 

 

 

185 

 

 E100  

08.10 Teleconference of Canberra Accord Signatories  

Business included; 

 Accepting the recommendations of the reviewers who visited, the Korean 

and Mexican systems. In both cases this was that the system, ‘be accepted 

by the other signatory systems, for a period of six years, as leading to 

outcomes substantially equivalent to those from the other signatory 

systems’ 

 Review of the work of the two taskforces; Marketing & Communications 

(promotional brochure) and Interpretation & Glossary (interpretation 

document). 

 The revised budget for the Secretariat was also accepted resulting in 

substantially reduced subscriptions for 2010/11. 

 Confirmation of the next meeting to be held in Beijing hosted by the 

National Board of Architectural Accreditation of China (NBAA) in May 

2011. A Review visit to the Chinese system will also be conducted at this 

time. 

CAA Executive Director Tony Godwin represented CAA at this teleconference.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

281 

 E101 Kenya  

11.10 Visiting Board to University of Nairobi and Jomo Kenyatta University for 

Agriculture and Technology (JKUAT).  

This recommended Unconditional validation (continued) for the University of 

Nairobi and Conditional validation (continued) for JKUAT. Stephen Frith from 

Australia (out of region) and Malcolm Campbell from South Africa (in region), 

who also chaired the board, represented CAA. CAA panellist Jim Low was the 

secretary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1103 

 

 Education and Validation activity support costs 18270 

 Education and Validation total 

 

39511 
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 Practice 

 

 

 P116 Sri Lanka  

02.10 'Architecture : rethinking sustainability' 

CAA 19
th

 General Assembly Conference, Colombo  

See separate conference report on pages 8 and 9. 

 

 

 

5815 

   

 P129 UK  

09.10 ‘Climate change – adaptation and mitigation’ 

BEPIC (Built Environment Professions In the Commonwealth) Seminar, 

London 

CAA with the Commonwealth Engineers’ Council (CEC), Commonwealth 

Association of Planners (CAP), Commonwealth Association of Surveying and 

Land Economy (CASLE). This informal group of built environment professions 

was formed in 1997 to participate in the Commonwealth People’s Forum held 

prior to the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in 

Edinburgh. In recent years it has organised successful London seminars reflecting 

on sustainability, urbanisation, and climate change attracting a diverse audience 

of professionals representing the Commonwealth in London. 

   

Presentations included:  

‘The role of cities in mitigation and city-based adaptation’ 

David Satterthwaite, Senior Fellow, Human Settlements Group, International 

Institute for Environment and Development  

‘Climate Change: spatial responses to a Global Crisis’ 

Will French, RTPI Manager, Global Planners Network 

‘STEP Towards Sustainability’ 

Dr Ann Heywood, Principal of The College of Estate Management, Reading 

‘Towards the low carbon school’ 

Robin Nicholson, CBE, Edward Cullinan Architects, Formerly Vice-President of 

the RIBA (1992-94), Chairman of CIC (1998-2000) and CABE Commissioner. 

He chaired the DCSF Zero Carbon (Schools) Task Force whose recommendations 

were accepted by the Secretary of State in January 2010. 

Tom Foulkes, President of CEC chaired the discussion period. The convenor was 

Dr Clifford Dann, Chairman of CASLE who also chaired the seminar which was 

closed by Robert Peto, President of the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors.    

 

Neil Bailey, CEC secretary, who reported on the event concluded; 

‘There is no doubt that built environment professionals have an important role to 

play in developing and implementing robust mitigation and adaptation measures 

throughout the Commonwealth and beyond. To be effective, however, there is a 

need for fundamental cultural change, individually and institutionally.  

While the training and accreditation of professionals remains significant, it is 

important to remember that lay knowledges and intuition are powerful 
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interlocutors between professional knowledge and the implementation of suitable 

and sustainable schemes. 

In addition, there is a clear need for more systematic and better data generation, in 

order that built environment professionals have a more objective assessment of 

the impact of different designs and management regimes, and so that they are able 

to engage more effectively building users and other related professions.  

Finally, of course, the ability to implement cultural change starts with each 

individual and his or her commitment to review and reduce their consumption of 

energy intensive goods and services.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

190 

 Practice support costs 5390 

 Practice total 11440 

  
Communications 
 

 

 C002/C007  

- Website 

The website has been updated with photographs and short bio data for the CAA 

Councillors elected in Sri Lanka in February 2010. 

 

 

 

520 

 C010  

 Facebook 

CAA has established a page on Facebook 

 

131 

   

 Communication support costs 560 

 Communication total 

 

 

1211  



CAA 
 
Commonweal th  Assoc ia t ion of  Arch i tec ts  

  

16 

 

CAA Meetings and International  
 

 

 A002 Sri Lanka  

02.10 64
rd

 CAA Council Meeting, Columbo 

This was held prior to the 19
th
 General Assembly. 

 

 

 A003 Sri Lanka  

02.10 19
th

 General Assembly, Columbo 

See detailed report on page 5 

 

 

 A004 Sri Lanka  

02.10 65
th

 CAA Council meeting, Columbo  

 Meeting of the new council elected at the General Assembly for the 2010-13 

session.  

 

 

 A005 London  

06.10 Trustees Meeting 

Compliance with the reporting requirements of the Charity Commission was 

confirmed. Adrian Dobson past CAA Honorary Secretary/ Treasurer retired 

and was replaced by current Honorary Secretary/Treasurer Nick Willson. 

Roger Shrimplin resigned.  Two new trustees one from UK and one from 

overseas are to be found.               

 

 

 A006  London   

06.10 CAA President’s meeting with Trustees 

The meeting focused on the financial challenges faced by the association; 

depleted reserves and reduced subscription income. The budget is now set to 

restore the agreed £30,000 and charges for validation services will be 

introduced in 2011. 

CAA President Mubasshar Hussain and Tony Godwin also met the new Grants 

Officer at the Foundation whose role will also be to provide support on 

capacity building and resources to the Commonwealth Associations. The 

Foundation is currently in discussions with Bangladesh to re-join the 

Foundation. Mubasshar offered his assistance with lobbying in Bangladesh.  

 

 

 A009 London  

11.10 CAA Trustees Meeting 
 

 

 A007  

11.10 CAA Council Meeting 66 

Undertaken via email 
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 UIA  

07.10 UIA (International Union of Architects) CAA Memorandum of 

Understanding.  

CAA President Mubasshar Hussain and UIA President Louise Cox signed this 

agreement at a UIA Council meeting in Tokyo. 

The MOU has the core aim, ‘…. to help to promote harmonious coordination 

between the UIA and the CAA but also to help prevent duplication of efforts 

and promote better use of resources in addressing mutual concerns and 

interests pertaining to architecture; including architectural education, 

research, professional development, and professional practice amongst other 

areas of common endeavour determined by mutual consent on a case by case 

basis.’ 
 

 

12.10 London meeting with UIA President Louise Cox 

CAA Executive Director Tony Godwin met with Louise Cox in London. 

 

 

 CNL CAA President’s Travel  

- CAA president Mubasshar Hussain, who is also current President of the 

Institute of Architects Bangladesh and Chair of ARCASIA attended a number 

of international meetings; 

 UIA Council meeting, 31 July 2010, Tokyo  

 The 31st ARCASIA Council Meeting and the 14th Asian Congress of 

Architects (ACA-14) 25-30 October 2010, in Lahore. 

Mubasshar will hand on the Chairmanship of ARCASIA to George Kunihiro 

of Japan on 10 January 2011 
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Financial Review 
 
 

Accounts 
 

  

 

Budget 

2011 

2010 2009 2008 

INCOME     

Subscriptions 46000 47672 47937 60981 

Grants from the Commonwealth Foundation 4000 10000  6750 

Sponsorship and other  168  5100 

Validation fees 12000    

Interest 100 10 86 2096 

     

Total Income 62100 57850 48023 74927 

     

EXPENDITURE     

Charitable Activities (direct expenditure)  52162 57424 48854 

Governance and the costs of generating 

voluntary income 

  

12896 

 

12514 

 

11074 

Bad debts, Depreciation and Miscellaneous  1628 3 12707 

     

Total expenditure 46000 66686 69941 72635 

     

Surplus/(deficit) for the year 16100 (8836) (21918) 2292 

Fund balances carried forward 29268 13168 22004 43922 

 
Policy on Reserves  
 

The Association’s policy is to maintain a reserve of £30,000 against the risk of loss of subscription income 

and to assist with cash flow.  

 

The main source of funding is membership subscriptions with four of the larger members contributing 80% 

of the income. The amount of the reserve has been determined to allow the organisation to conclude its 

affairs and meet outstanding financial obligations in the case of one or more of these members ceasing to 

contribute.  

 

Since 2009 maintaining activity levels with reduced subscription income has led to deficit budgeting. The 

budget for 2011 has been set to re-establish the reserves to close to the agreed amount. 
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Reference and Administration 
 

 

Trustees 
 

Adrian Dobson (resigned 23
rd

 June 2010) 

George Henderson 

Roger Shrimplin (resigned 23
rd

 June 2010) 

Llewellyn van Wyk 

Nick Willson (appointed 23
rd

 June 2010 
               

Council and Officers 2010-2013 
(Elected at the 19

th
 General Assembly, 16-17 February 2010, Colombo, Sri Lanka) 

 

President (Officer) Mubasshar Hussain (Bangladesh, President IAB) 

Senior Vice President Rukshan Widyalankara (Sri Lanka, PP SLIA) 

Immediate Past President Gordon Holden (New Zealand) 

Honorary Secretary/Treasurer (Officer) Nick Willson (UK) 

 

Education Committee 

Chair of Education Mansur Ahmadu (Nigeria) 

Chair of Validation Panel  Clare Newton (Australia) 

 

Practice Committee 

Chair of Practice Christos Panayiotides (Cyprus) 

 

Communication Committee 

Chair of Communications Jayantha Perera (Sri Lanka, PP SLIA) 

 

Regional Vice Presidents 

Africa(West). Jimoh Faworaja (Nigeria, PP NIA) 

Americas. William Harris (Guyana, PP GIA) 

Asia. Chandana Edirisuriya (President SLIA) 

Europe. Vincent Cassar (Malta, PP KTP) 

Oceania. John Sinclair (New Zealand, PP NZIA) 
 

Secretariat 
 

Executive Director Tony Godwin (UK)  
 

Bankers 
 

The Royal Bank of Scotland plc 

171 Tottenham Court Road, London, W1P ODL. 
 

Independent Examiner 
 

M J Pinches, Chartered Accountant, 

3 Rose Hill Arch Mews, Dorking, Surrey RH4 2ER 
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Structure, Governance and Management 
 
 

Constitution 
 
The Commonwealth Association of Architects is an unincorporated association governed by a constitution, 

last reviewed and revised in 2003. 

 

Recruitment and Appointment of Trustees 
 
The Constitution  requires a board of five trustees (not less than three of whom must be resident in England 

and Wales) to be appointed by the Council (for a term of office). The Honorary Secretary Treasurer must be 

resident in England and Wales and a member of the Board. Current practice is to recruit other Trustees from 

among past Council members. 

 

Governance and Management 
 
The governing body of the Association is a General Assembly of delegates representing member institutes 

together with members of the Council which meets at least once in every three years in a member country 

and is responsible for general policy 

 

Each member institute in good standing is entitled to appoint one Delegate to attend and vote at a General 

Assembly. Members of Council may not have two votes if they are also a delegate. Voting is by a simple 

majority of those present. In the event of a tie, the President or Chair has a second or casting vote. The 

quorum is one quarter of the number of persons having the right to attend and vote. 

 

The business of a General Assembly includes receiving a report from Council of the affairs and finances of 

the Association since the last General Assembly, approving a programme and budget for the next session, 

electing a President, a Senior Vice President, an Honorary Secretary/Treasurer, and Committee Chairs; 

appointing regional Vice Presidents to Council, and any other business of which one month's notice has been 

given to the Executive Director. 

 

The regional Vice Presidents are elected by members in each region. All other council positions are 

proposed and seconded by individual members. 

  

Management is vested in a Council comprising: President; Senior Vice President; Immediate Past President; 

Honorary Secretary/Treasurer; 5 regional Vice Presidents (AFRICA, AMERICAS, ASIA, EUROPE and 

OCEANIA); Chairs of Education, Practice and Communication Committees. Council must meet at least 

once between General Assemblies. 

 

An Executive, consisting of the President, Senior Vice President, Immediate Past President, Honorary 

Secretary/Treasurer and the Chairs of the Education, Communication and Practice Committees must meet at 

least once between General Assemblies and is authorized to take action on behalf of either the Assembly or 

Council. 
The quorum at Council and Executive Meetings shall be four persons entitled to attend and vote and Council 

or Executive may resolve that a decision be referred to all Member Institutes between General Assemblies 

by referendum. 

Day to day administration is carried out by the Executive Director with part time staff as necessary. 


