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President’s Message 
 

 
 

 

Welcome to the 2011 Annual Report of CAA. 
It is indeed a matter of encouragement that, despite signs of limitations and professional uncertainties towards the growth of 
professional practice of architecture globally, CAA is being able to carry out activities and take actions towards the overall 
development of the profession. 
  
TO ENSURE DEVELOPING A STRONG ARCHITECT COMMUNITY, CAA CONTINUES TO GIVE EFFORT  IN 
MAINTAINING  ACADEMIC STANDARDS AS WELL AS CREATE AN ENVIRONMENT WHERE YOUNG ARCHITECTS CAN 
BE TRAINED EFFICIENTLY AND ABSORBED IN THE PROFESSION TO PRACTICE WITH PROPER PROFESSIONAL 
INTEGRITY AND ETHICS. REVIEWING AND DEVELOPING THE VALIDATION SYSTEM IN DIFFERENT MEMBER 
COUNTRIES IS ONE SUCH IMPORTANT STEP. THE CAMPAIGN OF GREEN ARCHITECTURE AND SUSTAINABILITY IS 
IMPORTANT FOR A BETTER FUTURE OF THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT AND IT IS A MATTER OF ENCOURAGEMENT 
THAT CAA PROMOTES ACTIVITIES WHICH FOCUSES THESE VITAL ISSUES CONTINUOUSLY. THE PROGRAMS 
UNDERTAKEN MAKE AN EFFORT TO PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE ARCHITECTURE WORLDWIDE AND GUIDE HOW TO 
CONFRONT VARIOUS ISSUES REGARDING RAPID URBANIZATION. THE SOUTH AFRICAN GREEN BUILDING 
HANDBOOK ENDORSED BY CAA IS ALSO A MILESTONE IN INTEGRATING AND UPGRADING GREEN ISSUES IN THE 
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE. 
  
It is also inspiring to note that CAA not only is active in promoting co-operation between associations of architects within the 
Commonwealth but also extends their interests and activities to foster mutual understanding beyond it.   
  
In addition to all the above, it is important for me to express my gratitude to all member countries who have paid their dues in 
time and I am sure rest of the few members would extend their support in this regard too. 
  
Finally, I wish to thank all my colleagues who have been meticulously supporting me in many ways to fulfill our aims and 
objectives in CAA. In today’s global challenges, I am sure, the member countries would work hand in hand and CAA would 
continue its efforts to develop a global platform for architects to work in a better and effective way for the benefit of human 
kindand  enhance mutual understanding and dialogue amongst the conscious architects all over the world. 
  

Ar.Mubasshar Hussain 

President, CAA 
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  George Wilson 

CAA Executive Director 1986 – 1997 
 

George, who died late in 2011, took over as secretary of CAA in 1986 when he returned to the UK from 

practice in Kenya. 

 

One of the older set whose training at the Architectural Association was delayed by service (the navy) in 

WWII, he left post war austerity Britain to work in Kenya. As a partner in the practice Dalgliesh Marshall, 

known for its game lodges with spectacular internal spaces spanned by timber structures (that George later 

referred to as Gumpole Architecture), he spent time in Uganda and was involved in projects in other parts of 

Africa as well as Abu Dhabi. 

 

On joining CAA George noted there were few activities for practicing architects and proposed ‘travelling’ 

practice seminar/workshops in which two speakers covered a range of topics repeated in a number of 

locations in a region – an early provision of what we now know as CPD. This activity won Commonwealth 

Foundation funding which was sustained for the duration of George’s tenure and beyond. The Caribbean 

Sustainability seminars referred to in this report continue this work. 

 

George was also the initiator of the Interschool Design Competition now in its 9
th
 series (and global) as the 

CAA International Student Competition.  

 

John Wells-Thorpe OBE, CAA President 1985-87, who was a speaker on many of the CAA practice 

seminars, said in his tribute delivered at the memorial service for George, “Looking at…official group 

photographs I … couldn’t immediately spot him. Time after time, I searched the picture and invariably there 

he was, somewhere in the back row. This was utterly typical of him, to be conductor of the orchestra and 

then retreat behind the tympani for the curtain call….not only did I develop a great affection for George, I 

admired him unreservedly for being the very human being he was, unpushy and always concerned for the 

welfare of those around him, so typical of an active Rotarian.”  

 
In my own address to the CAA general Assembly in Goa on being appointed Executive Director I said, 

“Before I applied for this post I convinced myself that I could undertake it. Yet each time I visit George 

Wilson in the Secretariat I come away with doubts. For a man, as he would say ‘of [his] tender age’ he 

achieves an output a man half his age (George is 71) would be proud of; and he continues on into the 

evenings consulting by phone with those involved in the organisation. That CAA continues to exist at all and 

with a ‘delivery to funding ratio’ envied by other Commonwealth Associations is due in no small measure to 

his efforts.” 

 

 

Tony Godwin
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Objectives and Aims 
 

 

The objectives of the Association, set out in its constitution, are the advancement of Architecture in the 

Commonwealth and the promotion and acquisition of knowledge of the various arts and sciences connected 

therewith.  

 

The Association is empowered in particular; 

 to promote co-operation between associations of architects within the Commonwealth and equivalent 

organisations outside the Commonwealth to ensure the maximum contribution by architects to the well-

being of society. 

 to promote and encourage activities on a regional basis for the purpose of studying common issues. 

 to make awards of medals or certificates in recognition of significant contributions to Architecture or 

its associated sciences. 

 to receive, administer and apply donations, studentships or scholarships or for any other general or 

specific charitable object or purpose connected with the Association or, for any other charitable 

purpose connected with Architecture. 
 

 

The CAA’s current aims, grouped under the following headings, are; 

 

Education 

 Operating criteria and procedures for the validation of courses in architecture. 

 Supporting international mutual recognition of qualifications in architecture. 

 Organising an international student competition. 

 

Practice 

 Supporting conferences, seminars and workshop on sustainable building and construction practices. 

 

Communication 

 Dissemination of information on architecture. 

 

Commonwealth 

 Participation in Commonwealth forums including those concerning the built environment for the 

purpose of improving the quality of the built environment. 

 Collaboration with BEPIC the informal grouping of associations of built environment professions in 

the Commonwealth. 

 

International 

 Collaboration with regional associations of architects. 

 Collaboration with the International Union of Architects (UIA). 
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Public Benefit 
 

 

The Council and Trustees have referred to the Charities Commission’s guidance on the public benefit 

requirement for UK charities and have considered how planned activities meet this requirement. 

 

During the year the charity has furthered its charitable purposes for the public benefit through; 

 

Education 

 Validating courses in architecture and national validation systems. This improves and strengthens 

standards in higher education in architecture by benchmarking and facilitates exchange and 

movement of students, academics and practitioners between countries. 

 Collaborating with other signatories in the Canberra Accord for Architectural Education enabling 

the mutual recognition of architectural qualifications. This aims to facilitate movement of graduates 

across borders advancing architectural knowledge through exchange and increasing economic 

opportunities for small and developing economies in the Commonwealth. 

 

Practice 

 Supporting seminars and conferences raising awareness of designing for sustainability and climate 

change and exchanging  knowledge in the profession. 

 

Commonwealth 

 Supporting  the BEPIC (Built Environment Professions In the Commonwealth) seminar, Expert 

Group Workshop, ‘Health In The City; Tackling complex health issues in a rapidly urbanising 

Commonwealth’ which produced a communique for CHOGM with proposals for  tackling NCDs 

and improving health and well-being in Commonwealth cities. 

 

 

 

This report is approved by the Council and Trustees on the 25th September 2012; 

 

 

Signed………………………………………………. 

Ar. Mubasshar Hussain, President  

On behalf of the CAA Council 

 

 

Signed 

Roger Shrimplin, Trustee and Honorary Secretary / Treasurer 

On behalf of the CAA Trustees 
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Membership 

 

The Members of the Association are institutes, associations and societies which, in the opinion of the 

Council, represent the body of architects in a country and subscribe to the purposes and objects of the 

Association. They must be constituted in a manner consistent with the policies of the Association and not 

discriminate against their own members or potential members on the basis of race, colour, sex, religion, 

national origin or political persuasion. 
 

Singapore joined the association and membership in 2011 comprised; 

 
Country 

 

Institute/Association 

Australia Royal Australian Institute of Architects 

Bahamas* Institute of Bahamian Architects 

Bangladesh Institute of Architects Bangladesh 

Barbados Barbados Institute of Architects 

Bermuda Institute of Bermuda Architects 

Botswana Architects Association of Botswana 

Cyprus Cyprus Civil Engineers & Architects Association  

Fiji Fiji Association of Architects  

Ghana* Ghana Institute of Architects 

Guyana Guyana Institute of Architects  

Hong Kong Hong Kong Institute of Architects  

India* Indian Institute of Architects  

Jamaica Jamaica Institute of Architects 

Kenya Architectural Association of Kenya  

Lesotho* Lesotho Architects Engineers & Surveyors Association  

Malawi* Malawi Institute of Architects  

Malta Kamra Tal-Periti  

Namibia Namibia Institute of Architects 

New Zealand New Zealand Institute of Architects  

Nigeria Nigerian Institute of Architects  

Papua New Guinea Papua New Guinea Institute of Architects. 

Sierra Leone* Sierra Leone Institute of Architects 

Singapore Singapore Institute of Architects 

South Africa South African Institute of Architects  

Sri Lanka Sri Lanka Institute of Architects 

St Lucia* St. Lucia Association of Architects 

St Vincent and The Grenadines* St. Vincent & The Grenadines Institute Of Architects 

Tanzania* Architectural Association of Tanzania 

Trinidad & Tobago Trinidad And Tobago Institute Of Architects 

Uganda Uganda Society of Architects 

United Kingdom Royal Institute of British Architects 

Zambia* Zambia Institute of Architects 

Zimbabwe* Zimbabwe Institute of Architects 

 
* Members Suspended for non-payment of dues 
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Activities 
 

 
 

Education  

 E002 -  

- CAA Validation System 
- On-going administration of the system with 3 Validation Panel Executive 

Committee (ExCom) meetings (03.11, 09.11, 11.11) via Skype. 

- Charging for validation services commenced 01.11. The fee level allows for 

recovery of direct costs of validation visits and other services. 

- 18 new Validation Panel appointments were confirmed bringing the total 

number to 40 distributed by region; Africa 13; Americas 3; Asia 9; Europe 

6; Oceania 9. The panel now has 30 men and 10 women. Further nominations 

from South Africa and Singapore (new member) have been received. 

 

 

 E059 South Africa  

- CAA / SACAP (South African Council for the Architectural Profession) 

Validation System Agreement 
- Discussions on a new agreement continued and CAA Validation Chair, Clare 

Newton met with SACAP councillors and the acting registrar whilst 

representing CAA on SACAP visiting board to the University of Cape Town 

(see E106 below). 

- Reviewing new SACAP validation procedures and reports. 

- In December CAA Council endorsed ExCom’s decision to cease recognition 

of the SACAP system with effect from the agreement review date of 05.10 and 

to offer to work with SACAP to recognise schools individually. 

 

 

 E070 Australia  

- CAA / AIA (Australian Institute of Architects) Validation System 

Agreement 
- On-going administration of the CAA’s agreement with the AIA reviewing 

reports coming from the system. 

- Nominating an observer to sample a AACA/AIA Visiting Board (see E105 

below). 

- Submitting an invited response to the scheduled review of Australian 

accreditation procedures now extended to include New Zealand, with the NZ 

Institute of Architects and the NZ Registered Architects Board, forming the 

ANZ Architecture Program Accreditation and Recognition Procedure. 

 

 

 E075 New Zealand  

- CAA / NZIA (New Zealand Institute of Architects) Validation Agreement  
The Australian and New Zealand Institutes and Registration boards have agreed, in 

principle, to form a single Accreditation system. The CAA NZIA agreement will be 

revised accordingly when this accreditation system is in place. 
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 E083 UK  

- CAA / RIBA (Royal Institute of British Architects) Validation System 

Agreement 
- Reviewing reports from the system.  

- Tony Godwin attended the RIBA Education Committee making a 

presentation on the CAA system and discussing recent reports passed to the 

RIBA for information. 

- Discussing RIBA recognition of CAA validated courses. 

 

 

 E085  

- Canberra Accord  
Operational from January 2010 ’…to facilitate international mobility of graduates in 

architecture and contribute to improving the quality of architectural education through 

benchmarking…’ between the founder signatory authorities, Australia, CAA, Canada, 

China, Korea, Mexico and USA with established systems agreed to be substantially 

equivalent.  

On-going participation in the Accord including; 

- Payment of annual subscription (£3020). 

- Contributing to development of a promotional leaflet. 

- Attending General Meeting of signatories in Beijing (see E104 below). 

For more information visit www.canberraccord.org 

 

 

 E088 Hong Kong  

- Validation Agreement with the Hong Kong Institute of Architects 
During the year HKIA/ARB published new procedures and CAA ExCom made a ‘gap 

analysis’ between these and the CAA procedures. As a result of this CAA has 

proposed further requirements to HKIA to ensure  equivalency in addition to the 

requirement for two CAA representatives on local boards. 

 

 

 E102 Uganda  

05.11 Visiting Board to Makerere University and Uganda Martyrs University 

(UMU)  
This recommended Conditional Validation (initial) for both schools. Warwick Bell 

(out of region, New Zealand,) who also chaired the board, and Cordelia Osasona ( in 

region, Nigeria), represented CAA. CAA panellist, Waweru Gathecha (Kenya), acted 

as secretary. 

 

 

 E104 China  

04.11 Canberra Accord 3
rd

 General Meeting, Beijing 
This meeting was held in Beijing hosted by the National Board of Architectural 

Accreditation of China (NBAA). Outcomes from the meeting included; 

- Re-appointment of NAAB as CA Secretariat until the end of 2014. 

- Election of David Parken, CEO RAIA, as Chair replacing CAA’s George 

Henderson. 

- Developing a promotional document and a set of standard responses to FAQs 

about the Accord. 

- The Japan Accreditation Board for Engineering Education (JABEE) and the 

Central American Agency for Accreditation of Programmes in Architecture 

and Engineering (ACCAI) wish to become signatories to the CA. 

- UIA President Louise Cox was an invited observer and a task force was 

 

http://www.canberraccord.org/
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established to consider options for greater collaboration between the 

Canberra Accord and UNESCO-UIA and to look at UNESCO-UIA accepting 

the CA as the standard for peer-review processes for determining the 

substantial equivalency of accreditation systems and, eventually, for 

individual architecture degree programmes in those areas of the world 

without an independent accreditation agency. Under such an arrangement 

UNESCO-UIA would continue to develop and provide the central policies on 

architecture education, including the UNESCO-UIA Charter for Architectural 

Education, June 1996 (rev. 2005) at the international level. 

The Statistics & Data collection task force noted that some 170,000 students are now 

represented by the CA signatory agencies. 

A General Conference Call will be held in mid-2012 and the 4
th
 General Meeting will 

be hosted by COMAEA in Mexico in April 2013. A visit to review the CAA system 

will take place in 2014. 

A CA periodic review visit to the NBAA system took place in late May 2011; this 

was separate from the General Meeting, involving independent reviewers. 

 

 E105 Australia  

09.11 AACA/AIA National Visiting Panel (NVP) to RMIT, Melbourne 
In accordance with the CAA/AIA Validation System Agreement CAA nominates an 

observer to one Australian National Visiting panel every two years to see the system 

in action and to report back to the CAA ExCom. CAA panellist, James Soane (UK) 

was the CAA observer on this visit. 

 

 

 E106 South Africa  

03.11 SACAP visiting board to the University of Cape Town 
This recommended Unconditional Validation (continued).  Clare Newton (Australia) 

was CAA’s invited representative. 

 

 

 E107 New Zealand  

08.11 NZIA/NZRAB National Visiting Panel (NVP) to University of Auckland 
As with Hong Kong courses in New Zealand are validated on the basis of equivalency 

with a CAA direct visit. New Zealand currently uses the Australian accreditation 

procedures under license. CAA nominated two representatives to participate as board 

members; Eugenie Bell from (in region, and deputy chair, Australia) and George 

Henderson (out of region, UK). The Board recommended Unconditional Validation 

(continued). 
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Practice 
 

 

 P128 Guyana  

03.11 

 
Sustainability meetings, Georgetown 

These were organised by the Guyana Institute of Architects with the University of 

Guyana and convened by CAA Vice President Americas, William Harris (Guyana) 

with three components; 

 ‘A Guide to Sustainable Architecture’ symposium held at Umana Yana, a 

vast traditional hut structure in the centre of Georgetown used as permanent 

exhibition and conference space, where the audience included high school 

students. This included a presentation by William Harris on ‘Appropriate 

Spatial Engineering for the Poor’ with reference to the Guyana context. 

 A ‘Builder’s Rap Session’ at the Government Technical Institute attended by 

students, technicians and other industry stakeholders. The session featured a 

Skype link with students from the New Amsterdam Technical Institute. 

 A Sustainable architecture seminar at the University of Guyana with 

students and representatives from the Habitat for Humanity group in Guyana. 

 

CAA, assisted with a Commonwealth Foundation Grant, sponsored 2 international 

speakers; 

Llewellyn van Wyk (South Africa) CAA Past President and senior researcher in the 

Built Environment Division of CSIR and author of  CAA’s “An Architect’s Guide to 

Designing for Sustainability”.  

Llewellyn presented the Guide and his research work on low income housing in a 

paper entitled, ‘The Efficacy Of Innovative Technologies In Subsidised Housing In 

South Africa: A Case Study’ 

Marcos Barinas Uribe (Dominican Republic) a practicing architect and academic 

who made two presentations;  

 An urban design proposal for the reconstruction of Haiti with reference to his 

research on the impact of housing in the periphery of Santo Domingo using 

the LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) methodology.  

 Research promoting the transformation of the local commercial housing 

industry towards more sustainable practices evaluating the impact this 

industry was having on Santo Domingo City’s agricultural and natural 

resources. The work also adapted the LEED methodology to the local 

environment and created a catalogue of products with material properties, 

environmental attributes and construction procedures misuse. 

Local TV station, National Communications network Inc, recorded an interview with 

both speakers and William Harris on sustainable architecture and how it could 

influence the direction of development in Guyana. 

On departure both speakers were thanked in person by HE Elizabeth Harper, 

Director-General, Ministry Of Foreign Affairs, Guyana who extended an offer for 

future assistance from her office. 
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 P128 Trinidad  

03.11 Caribbean Construction Forum, Port of Spain 
The Forum, with its focus on reconstruction in Haiti, was hosted by a partnership 

comprising The Trinidad and Tobago Ministry of Trade and Industry, CARICOM 

Secretariat, the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) and the Caribbean Association 

of Industry and Commerce (CAIC) 

The purpose was to educate the construction sector on the issues facing the sector 

regionally with specific focus on the situation in Haiti, on the benefits of effective 

interaction between stakeholders and B2B opportunities with regional counterparts.  

Facilitated by Mark Raymond (CAA Validation Panellist and Past Chair of 

Communication), Chair of the Association of Commonwealth Societies of Architects 

in the Caribbean (ACSAC) and, Llewellyn van Wyk and  Marcos Barinas Uribe 

were able join the Forum enroute from Georgetown. Llewellyn presented his work on 

low income housing, and Marcos his urban design proposal for the reconstruction of 

Haiti. 

www.caribbeanconstructionforum.com/ 

Llewellyn and Marcos also acted as jurors for the Caribbean Construction Awards 

which were judged at the Forum with Llewellyn also chairing the panel. 

http://www.caribbeanconstructionawards.com/ 
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from the 

 

 P128 Jamaica  

03.11 ‘Creating Sustainable Built Environments’ Seminar and Workshop 

Kingston 
This event was organised by the Jamaican Institute of Architects (JIA) as part of an 

Architecture Week to highlight the role of architecture and architects in improving the 

built environment. This included an Exhibition of ‘Architects’ Built and Unbuilt 

works’, a public lecture by Marvin Goodman of his winning design in a National 

Housing Trust competition and the JIA Annual Awards Banquet.  

 

CAA, assisted with a Commonwealth Foundation grant, sponsored Llewellyn van 

Wyk (south africa) as a speaker and facilitator. “  

Llewellyn presented ‘Architect’s Guide to Designing for Sustainability’ and his 

research work on low income housing. He also proposed a Plan of Action for the JIA 

to promote sustainable built environments and green buildings. 

Other speakers included;  

Douglas Pollard (Canada) architect and Senior Analyst Canada Mortgage Housing 

Corporation (sponsored by the Canadian High Commission) who made presentations 

on the LEED Methodology and  ‘Affordable Housing / Policeable communities 

(Canadian experience)’ 

Prof. Anthony Clayton (Jamaica) Alcan Professor of Sustainable Development, 

University of the West Indies, Mona who considered the role of building design in 

preventing climate change, contrasting global trends in energy efficiency in the built 

environment with the situation in Jamaica where, almost uniquely, national energy 

productivity is actually falling. 

Llewellyn and Douglas also visited the Caribbean School of architecture and 

participated in presentations of design work by students. There was much media 

attention and Llewellyn and Laurie Ferron, JIA President gave a live radio 

interview. 
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http://www.caribbeanconstructionawards.com/
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 P131 Nigeria  

07.11 

 

 

‘Architecture and the Nigerian Development Agenda IV: Sustainable 

Built Environment’ 2011 Architects’ Colloquium, Abuja 
This annual event, the 4

th
 in the series, was organised by the Architects Registration 

Council of Nigeria (ARCON) with partner the Nigerian Institute of Architects (NIA) 

and was convened by CAA Vice president Africa (West) Mahmud Farowaja PPNIA 

and PPARCON. Over 4000 architects are registered in Nigeria and the event has 

gathered pace now spread over 4 days, attracting over 1300 participants including 

students, and 43 accepted papers. 

The colloquium received government endorsement being opened by the Vice 

President of Nigeria, His Excellency Mohammed Namadi Sambo, an architect and 

member of the NIA. Other guests included the Perm Sec, Ministry of Lands, Housing 

and Urban Development, and the Perm Sec, Federal Capital Territory Abuja.  

 

CAA assisted by a Commonwealth Foundation grant, sponsored Llewellyn van Wyk 

(South Africa) and Chinweike, Abulokwe-Ohajuruka (USA). Both acted as a 

speakers and chaired a session. Chinwe qualified as an architect in Nigeria and is 

now based in the US. She an accredited professional for LEED, Green Star and 

BREEAM (Building Research Establishment Environmental Assessment Method) 

rating systems and is involved with a group establishing a Nigerian Green Building 

Council. 

In his keynote address Llewellyn presented his research paper ‘The Efficacy Of 

Innovative Technologies In Subsidised Housing In South Africa: A Case Study’. He 

also presented the ‘Architect’s Guide to Designing for Sustainability’ and a paper 

looking at the current status of green building globally and suggesting future 

pathways for green building. 

Chinwe delivered a keynote address entitled, ‘Green Building Rating Systems 

Development: Becoming A World Leader By Addressing Nigerian Sustainable 

Design Issues. 

The proceedings of the Colloquium have collated and published under ISBN 978-978-

915-887-4. 
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 P132 South Africa  

- Green Building Handbook 
CAA has endorsed the South African Green Building Handbook 

http://www.greenbuilding.co.za/content/green-building/hand 

 

 

 P133 UK  

09.11 Expert Group Workshop, ‘Health In The City; Tackling complex health 

issues in a rapidly urbanising Commonwealth’, London. 
ThisWorkshop involving over 35 leading planning, health and built environment 

professionals was led by the Commonwealth Association of Planners together with 

BEPIC (Built Environment Professions in the Commonwealth) and the 

Commonwealth Health Professions Alliance. 

The Commonwealth Statement on Action to Combat Non-Communicable Diseases, 

provided background together with the Port of Spain CHOGM Communiqué in which 

the Heads of Government acknowledged the challenge posed by rapid urbanisation 

and supported the work of the State of the Commonwealth Cities Programme which 

seeks to establish a reporting mechanism on urban and urban management based on a 

core set of indicators including indicators on health and well-being. 

 

http://www.greenbuilding.co.za/content/green-building/hand
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The final communique called on CHOGM and individual Governments to tackle 

NCDs and improve health and well-being in Commonwealth cities with actions for; 

 Inclusive spatial  planning and cross disciplinary working to develop effective 

policy approaches and actions based on evidence with improved data 

collection. 

 Devolution to the local level wherever appropriate to help ensure that 

communities and individuals have increased responsibility over their own 

lives and environments. 

 Funding for programmes, initiatives, demonstration projects and awareness-

raising campaigns. 

 Support for the Commonwealth State of the Cities Programme as an 

appropriate reporting mechanism on urban issues including health and well-

being. 

CAA was represented by Marc Sansom, Director of Corporate Development & 

Communications, International Academy for Design & Health, a forum for designers 

and research in the healthcare field. 

 

 P134 -  

- WCCA CAA International Jubilee Card Design Competition 
Worshipful Company of Chartered Architects, a City of London Livery Company, 

invited CAA  to partner an international design competition for a 3D ‘pop up’ 

Diamond (60
th
) Jubilee card for HM The Queen.  

The competition is open to architects, graduates and students in Commonwealth and 

CAA member countries. 

The completion was launched on 12
th
 December 2011, registration is required by 20

th
 

March 2012 and submission by 20
th
 April 2012. 

The short listed cards selected by a jury including the Master of the WCCA and the 

Executive Director of CAA. will be exhibited in the City of London and on the 

competition website. The overall winner will be selected by public vote over a two 

week period, of visitors to the exhibition and the competition website. 

http://queensjubileecardcomp.blogspot.com/ 

 

 

 P135 UK  

10.11 Meeting with CAMRAC and  the CARICOM Office of Trade Negotiations  

delegation to Belgium, the United Kingdom and France, London  
The aim of this visit was to foster mutual understanding of the respective regulatory 

frameworks of the Caribbean and EU States paving the way for a common draft MRA 

to be presented to the Joint Council of the CARICOM-Dominican Republic Free 

Trade Agreement.   

Concluding an MRA could provide significant advantages to architects of 

CARIFORUM and the EU. They would be able to work in their respective territories 

and could join bidding consortia with firms to seek private contracts in their 

countries. It might also facilitate the employment of Caribbean and EU architects by 

eligible bidders for European and Caribbean public procurement contracts. 

On 19 November 2009, the Architects’ Council of Europe and “Caribbean 

Architects” represented by ACSAC, FCAA, and CEDARQ-FUNGLODE signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding stating their intent to to work towards determining 

the conditions for recognition as well as the level of equivalence to be agreed between 

the parties.  

The Caribbean organisations now have established a Caribbean Architects Mutual 

Recognition Committee (CAMRAC) 

 

http://queensjubileecardcomp.blogspot.com/
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Substantial work  is required to harmonise the regulatory differences to reach 

equivalence between the 15 Caribbean Community (CARICOM) member countries, 

plus the Dominican Republic before an MRA can be considered.  

 

CAA currently validates the Caribbean School of Architecture, Jamaica and 

Executive Director Tony Godwin made a presentation on the CAA Validation system, 

commenting on the current status of mutual recognition globally, the Canberra 

Accord and mutual recognition of qualifications in the Cariforum States and the 

Dominican Republic. 
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CAA Meetings and International  
 

 A008 -  

12.11 Council Executive meeting via Skype 

 

 

 A010 UK  

07.11 CAA President’s visit to London 
CAA President, Mubasshar Hussain and Executive Director, Tony Godwin, met with 

RIBA President-elect Angela Brady and RIBA staffers Adrian Dobson, Director 

Practice and Ian Pritchard, Director Policy and International Affairs to discussed 

RIBA membership of CAA and areas of mutual interest. 

Mubasshar and Tony also joined office lunch at leading sustainability practitioners, 

FCB Studios, to discuss possible interaction with CAA. 

 

 

 A011 -  

07.11 Trustees meeting via Skype  

   

 CAA President’s Diary  

- CAA president Mubasshar Hussain, who is also current President of the Institute of 

Architects Bangladesh and Immediate past Chair of ARCASIA represented CAA at a 

number of international meetings; 

- February: Opening ceremony of Institute Building of IIA Kolkata chapter. 

- June: DATUM.KL PAM Convention 2011. Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

- June: Architectural Exhibition and lecture programme at Canberra, 

Australia, organized jointly by Canberra Chapter of RAIA and Bangladeshi 

Architects in Australia (BAA).  

- August: ARCASIA Forum 16 Asian Cities in the 21
st
 Century. Danang, 

Vietnam  

- September: UIA Congress Tokyo  

- November: Holcim Awards for Sustainable Construction, Singapore. 

- November:  Congratulatory Message to HKIA 55th Anniversary 

Conference. 
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Financial Review 
 
 

Accounts 
 

  

 

2011 2010 2009 2008 

INCOME     

Subscriptions 51185 47672 47937 60981 

Grants from the Commonwealth Foundation 4000 10000  6750 

Sponsorship and other  168  5100 

Validation fees 3950    

Interest 18 10 86 2096 

     

Total Income 59153 57850 48023 74927 

     

EXPENDITURE     

Charitable Activities (direct expenditure) 34297 52162 57424 48854 

Governance and the costs of generating 

voluntary income 

7824  

12896 

 

12514 

 

11074 

Bad debts, Depreciation and Miscellaneous 200 1628 3 12707 

     

Total expenditure 42321 66686 69941 72635 

     

Surplus/(deficit) for the year 16832 (8836) (21918) 2292 

Fund balances carried forward 30000 13168 22004 43922 

 
Policy on Reserves  
 

The Association’s policy is to maintain a reserve of £30,000 against the risk of loss of subscription income 

and to assist with cash flow.  

 

The main source of funding is membership subscriptions with four of the larger members contributing 80% 

of the income. The amount of the reserve has been determined to allow the organisation to conclude its 

affairs and meet outstanding financial obligations in the case of one or more of these members ceasing to 

contribute. 
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Reference and Administration 

 

Trustees 2011 
 

George Henderson 

Llewellyn van Wyk 

Nick Willson 
               

Council and Officers 2010-2013 
(Elected at the 19

th
 General Assembly, 16-17 February 2010, Colombo, Sri Lanka) 

 

President (Officer) Mubasshar Hussain (Bangladesh, President IAB) 

Senior Vice President Rukshan Widyalankara (Sri Lanka, PP SLIA) 

Immediate Past President Gordon Holden (New Zealand) 

Honorary Secretary/Treasurer (Officer) Nick Willson (UK) 

 

Education Committee 

Chair of Education Mansur Ahmadu (Nigeria) 

Chair of Validation Panel  Clare Newton (Australia) 

 

Practice Committee 

Chair of Practice Christos Panayiotides (Cyprus) 

 

Communication Committee 

Chair of Communications Jayantha Perera (Sri Lanka, PP SLIA) 

 

Regional Vice Presidents 

Africa(West). Jimoh Faworaja (Nigeria, PP NIA) 

Americas. William Harris (Guyana, PP GIA) 

Asia. Chandana Edirisuriya (President SLIA) 

Europe. Vincent Cassar (Malta, PP KTP) 

Oceania. John Sinclair (New Zealand, PP NZIA) 
 

Secretariat 
 

Executive Director Tony Godwin (UK)  
 

Bankers 
 

The Royal Bank of Scotland plc 

171 Tottenham Court Road, London, W1P ODL. 
 

Independent Examiner 
 

M J Pinches, Chartered Accountant, 

3 Rose Hill Arch Mews, Dorking, Surrey RH4 2ER 
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Structure, Governance and Management 
 

Constitution 
 
The Commonwealth Association of Architects is an unincorporated association governed by a constitution, 

last reviewed and revised in 2003. 

 

Recruitment and Appointment of Trustees 
 
The Constitution  requires a board of five trustees (not less than three of whom must be resident in England 

and Wales) to be appointed by the Council (for a term of office). The Honorary Secretary Treasurer must be 

resident in England and Wales and a member of the Board. Current practice is to recruit other Trustees from 

among past Council members. 

 

Governance and Management 
 
The governing body of the Association is a General Assembly of delegates representing member institutes 

together with members of the Council which meets at least once in every three years in a member country 

and is responsible for general policy 

 

Each member institute in good standing is entitled to appoint one Delegate to attend and vote at a General 

Assembly. Members of Council may not have two votes if they are also a delegate. Voting is by a simple 

majority of those present. In the event of a tie, the President or Chair has a second or casting vote. The 

quorum is one quarter of the number of persons having the right to attend and vote. 

 

The business of a General Assembly includes receiving a report from Council of the affairs and finances of 

the Association since the last General Assembly, approving a programme and budget for the next session, 

electing a President, a Senior Vice President, an Honorary Secretary/Treasurer, and Committee Chairs; 

appointing regional Vice Presidents to Council, and any other business of which one month's notice has been 

given to the Executive Director. 

 

The regional Vice Presidents are elected by members in each region. All other council positions are 

proposed and seconded by individual members. 

  

Management is vested in a Council comprising: President; Senior Vice President; Immediate Past President; 

Honorary Secretary/Treasurer; 5 regional Vice Presidents (AFRICA, AMERICAS, ASIA, EUROPE and 

OCEANIA); Chairs of Education, Practice and Communication Committees. Council must meet at least 

once between General Assemblies. 

 

An Executive, consisting of the President, Senior Vice President, Immediate Past President, Honorary 

Secretary/Treasurer and the Chairs of the Education, Communication and Practice Committees must meet at 

least once between General Assemblies and is authorized to take action on behalf of either the Assembly or 

Council. 
 

The quorum at Council and Executive Meetings shall be four persons entitled to attend and vote and Council 

or Executive may resolve that a decision be referred to all Member Institutes between General Assemblies 

by referendum. 

Day to day administration is carried out by the Executive Director with part time staff as necessary. 


