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20th GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 

 

2010-13 SESSION REPORTING  
 
There was much achieved towards the objectives set at the 19

th
 GA in Sri Lanka; financial policies were 

implemented to good effect although income remained an ultimate constraint on activity. 

 

Membership 
An objective of Mubasshar Hussain’s Presidency was to increase membership and the human network of 
CAA. he opened the meeting noting that Pakistan and Singapore, both founder members of CAA, had re-
joined. The new Institute of Architects in Rwanda, which joined the Commonwealth in 2009, was accepted for 
membership at the 68

th
 Council meeting (held immediately preceding the Assembly) their primary interest 

being validation for the new architecture course at Kigali Institute of Science and Technology. 
The difficult matter of the UK’s reduced subscription contribution, following the abrupt onset of recession in 
2009, was resolved with settlement of arrears and a return to full subscription contribution for 2012. Perhaps 
more important though was the renewal of the RIBA’s corporate commitment to membership manifest in their 
proposals to the GA for making the organisation more effective. 
Although the 8 suspended members were cause for concern all other 23 members, with one exception, had 
paid their 2012 subscription. 

 

Finance 
The deficits of the previous session were halted and the policy reserve of £30000 re-established at the end of 
2011. Demands on subscription income were reduced in line with the agreed objective of self-funding for 
activities but the risk of dependence on large subscription contributions made clear the continuing need for 
diversity of income sources. 
Validation charges were introduced in 2011 with no fall off in demand but these had only covered 65% of 
direct visit or agreement costs. This left an average of 12K per annum subsidised by subscription income. 
The WISE Student Competition had achieved 50% cost recovery.  
An £8000 grant was secured from the Commonwealth Foundation for the year 2012-13 including £4000 for 
the Dhaka conference though changes in criteria made this income stream less certain.  
It was noted that the estimated value of contributions of voluntary professional time would increase CAA’s 
income threefold. 
  

Activities 
Practice activity had been limited to supporting national Sustainability seminars and conferences, assisted by 
the Commonwealth Foundation grant, but CAA Validation work had continued strengthened by improved 
procedures. ‘I cannot stress enough the impact and influence of our validation work on standards in 
architectural education’ Tony Godwin stated in his Executive Director’s report to the GA. 
CAA’s membership of the Canberra Accord advanced a founding ambition of the CAA validation system, the 
mutual recognition of qualifications, and the CAA system would be subject to peer review by the Accord in 
2014.  
The 9

th
 International Student Competition for the design of ‘Welcoming Inclusive Spaces for the Elderly’, with 

online submission for the first time, had been a huge success attracting 126 entries from 32 nationalities from 
41 schools in 24 countries (see www.wisecompetition.org and April 2013 Issue of the Architectural Review). 
This was due in no small measure to the hosting of the jury by the Bangladesh Institute of Architects who had 
further arranged an exhibition in parallel with the conference which the winners attended. 
 

Governance 
The constitutional review, probably the most comprehensive since CAA was founded, had been ably steered 
by the Vice President Europe, Vincent Cassar (Malta). However input from members to the proposal for 
amendment, including that from the RIBA proposing a new governance structure to comply with UK charity 
law, required more consideration by Council,  
 

 

http://www.wisecompetition.org/
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RESOLUTIONS FOR THE 2013-2016 SESSION 
  
Against this backdrop the GA the delegates from 17 countries, including more women than before (6 
compared with 1 at the 19

th 
GA), set out to chart the way forward. Discussion was positive and focused with 

clarity and consensus about how to strengthen the organisation to achieve output rather than considering 
new initiatives. 
Three resolutions commissioned task groups anchored by Council members to consider matters of 
organisation and certain activities and to report back with recommendations within set time frames;  
 

Constitution; to consider the further proposals for amendment submitted by members, including alternative 
membership and governance models if appropriate. (Recommendations to Council by 31 October 2013) 
 

Subscriptions; to review the basis for calculating subscriptions considering value for money and impact on 
member commitment and participation (Report to Council by 31 October 2013) 
 

Activities; to formulate action plans for the following activities and incorporate these into a strategic plan with 
those on the Draft Work Programme 2013 for (electronic) approval by the GA (31st May 2013); 

 Advocacy 

 Partners for projects (P4P) 

 Online resource centre; sharing and providing CPD courses 

 Networking of members and their activities 
 

Financial Plan; review the budget for the session to provide for all activities.  
 
A resolution brought by the VP Americas (elect) Wycliffe Morton (St Kitts and Nevis) was also passed to urge 
governments in the Americas region to implement legislation for registration of the profession in countries 
where this does already exist. 
 
Outline proposals from the RIBA for the hosting of the 50

th
 Anniversary General Assembly and Conference in 

London and a provision time of late June 2016 were accepted. The RIBA was requested to submit a formal 
bid by end of May 2013. 
 
In his incoming address the new President, Rukshan Widyalankara, stated, ‘CAA’s success lies in diversity of 
membership and shared culture, creating a unique position from which to contribute to solving global built 
environment problems. CAA has come of age as a force to be reckoned with in accreditation but needs 
renewal to address the contemporary needs of its members’.  
 
He set out the following objectives to guide his presidency; 

 Institutional Excellence 

 Member Outreach 

 Embrace Technology 

 Capacity Improvement  

 Sustainable Growth 
 
In closing he urged the support of all members to achieve these. ‘We’re in this together.’ he concluded. 

 
 
 
Tony Godwin  
Executive Director
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DELEGATES  
 
 
Shelley Penn President  Australian Institute of Architects 
Jalal Ahmed Honorary Secretary Institute of Architects Bangladesh 
Sithabile Mathe Council member  Architects Association of Botswana 
Christos Panayiotides Member Cyprus Civil Engineers and Architects Association 
Ada Fung President  Hong Kong Institute of Architects 
Ann Hodges Member  Jamaica Institute of  Architects 
Steven Oundo Chair Architects Association of Kenya 
Vincent Cassar Chair  Kamra Tal-Periti 
Sophia van Greunen Member  Namibian Institute of Architects 
John Sinclair Past President New Zealand Institute of Architects 
Mansur Kurfi Ahmadu Chair of Education Nigerian Institute of Architects 
Jahangir Kahn President  Institute of Architects Pakistan 
Ashvin Kumar Kantial    Imm. Past President  Singapore Institute of Architects 
Chandana Edirisuriya Imm. Past President Sri Lanka Institute of  Architects 
Wycliffe Morton President St Kitts and Nevis Institute of Architects 
Kenneth Ssemwogerere President Uganda Society of Architects 
Annette Fisher Council member Royal Institute of British Architects 

 
 
OBSERVERS 
 
Arif Changezi Honorary Secretary,  Institute of Architects, Pakistan 
Syed Akeel Bilgrami Past President Institute of Architects, Pakistan 
Shahab Ghani Khan Honorary Secretary, Imm. 

Past President 
Institute of Architects, Pakistan 
 

Kazi Golam Nasir      President Affairs  Institute of Architects, Bangladesh 
David Sheppard President,  New Zealand Institute of Architects 
Rosman Wai Chair Board of Educational 

Affairs  
Hong Kong Institute of Architects 

Abu Hena Zipuddin Member Institute of Architects, Bangladesh 
 
 

GUESTS 
 
Louise Cox (Australia) Imm. Past President International Union of Architects 
George Henderson (UK) Past President 1997-2000 CAA 
Phillip Kungu (Kenya) President 2000-2003 CAA 
Balbir Verma (India) Practice Chair 2007-2010 CAA 
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ASSEMBLY PHOTOGRAPH 
 

 
 
Right to left; Arif Changezi, Ishtiaque Titas (Member Secretary IAB OC), Shahab Ghani Kahn, Shelley Penn, Mansur Kurfi Ahmadu, 
Jayantha Perera, Balbir Verma, Tony Godwin, Kenneth Ssemwogerere, Wycliffe Morton, A Ismail (Convener IAB OC), George 
Henderson, Kazi Golam Nasir, Louise Cox, Chandana Edirisuriya, Ada Fung, Rukshan Widyalankara, Rosman Wai, Steven Oundo 
Sophia van Greunen, Mubasshar Hussain, David Parken, Sithabile Mathe, Jahangir Khan, John Geeson, Ann Hodges, Vincent Cassar, 
Gordon Holden, Ashvin Kumar Kantial, John Sinclair, Annette Fisher, Jalal Ahmed, Syed Akeel Bilgrami, Abu Hena Zipuddin, Christos 
Panayiotides, David Sheppard 
(IAB OC = Institute of Architects Bangladesh, Dhaka 2013 Organising Committee) 

 

CAA COUNCIL 2013-2016 
 

President (Officer).  Rukshan Widyalankara (Sri Lanka)  rukshan@rwpldesign.com 

Immediate Past President. Mubasshar Hussain (Bangladesh)  caa.bangladesh@gmail.com 

Senior Vice President. Vincent Cassar (Malta)  vincass@maltanet.net 

Honorary Secretary/Treasurer (Officer). John Geeson UK  john.geeson@haskoll.co.uk  
 

Education Committee 

Chair of Education. Mansur Ahmadu (Nigeria) mansurkurfi@yahoo.com 
 

Practice Committee 

Chair of Practice. Steven Oundo (Kenya) oundosteven@gmail.com 
 

Communication Committee 
Chair of Communications. Jayantha Perera (Sri Lanka) jayap52@yahoo.com 
 

Regional Vice Presidents 

Africa. Sithabile Matthe (Botswana) moralo@broadpark.no 

Americas. Wycliffe Morgan (St Kitts and Nevis) whmorton@hotmail.com 

Asia. Kalim Siddiqui (Pakistan) kalim@kalimsiddiquiassociates.com  

Europe. Christos Panayiotides (Cyprus) cp@cpa.com.cy 

Oceania. David Parken (Australia) david.parken@raia.com.au 
(See also Council resumés in document CNLIntroCouncil2013-16.pdf) 
 

CAA TRUSTEES 
 
Annette Fisher (UK) annette.fisher@fa-global.co.uk 
John Geeson (UK) john.geeson@haskoll.co.uk 
George Henderson (UK) george@dghenderson.co.uk 
Gordon Holden (Australia) g.holden@griffith.edu.au 
Llewellyn van Wyk (South Africa) lvwyk@csir.co.za 

rukshan@rwpldesign.com
caa.bangladesh@gmail.com
vincass@maltanet.net
mailto:john.geeson@haskoll.co.uk
mansurkurfi@yahoo.com
oundosteven@gmail.com
jayap52@yahoo.com
moralo@broadpark.no
mailto:whmorton@hotmail.com
kalim@kalimsiddiquiassociates.com%20
mailto:cp@cpa.com.cy
mailto:david.parken@raia.com.au
annette.fisher@fa-global.co.uk
john.geeson@haskoll.co.uk
mailto:george@dghenderson.co.uk
g.holden@griffith.edu.au
lvwyk@csir.co.za


 
 

CAA DHAKA 2013             
 

 

 
Commonwealth Association of Architects  
UK Charity No 288022  Registered address: P O Box 1166,  Stamford,  PE2 2HL, UK 
Tel/Fax: +44 1780 238091   Email: admin@comarchitect.org   Website: www.comarchitect.org                      6 
 

CONFERENCE 

 

‘Architecture, Response & Responsibility’ 
 
The conference attracted nearly 1000 delegates, including many students (there are now 16 schools of 
architecture in the country) and 60 international delegates and speakers from 12 commonwealth countries. 
 
With the theme that ‘architecture be responsive and architects responsible’ in the face of the pressing 
challenges of rapid global change, the organisers gathered a diverse set of speakers, some invited and 
others selected by a technical committee, using a blind review process following submission of papers. 20 
presentations included the visually stunning work of well-known architects as well as the research output of 
academics and practitioners. The event was further enlivened with photography and architecture exhibitions, 
including that of the CAA’s 9

th
 International Student Competition, a building exhibition, and the screening of 

films. 
 
David Adjaye OBE (UK), whose keynote address opened the conference, described his projects in progress 
or completed in locations all over the world including responses to context in his native Ghana and how his 
design for the Smithsonian Institute’s National Museum of African American Culture on the National Mall in 
Washington DC were influenced by West African art forms. Most remarkable was a small neighbourhood 
library building, also in Washington, Francis George Library completed by Adjaye in 2012; a transparent, 
jewel-like box, designed to allow views into and through it to the woodland park behind. Its unconventional 
appearance expressing a faceted diagonal grid of timber and glass has changed local perceptions of a 
library. As Adjaye remarked, ‘you know your building is successful when teenagers use it as a place to hang 
out and go to on a date’.   
 
Invited presentations from Bangladesh came from Shamsul Wares and Nahas Ahmed Khalil and Kashef 
Chowdhury. Wares introduced overseas delegates to the architecture of Muzharul Islam, considered to be 
the pioneer modernist architect of Bangladesh, working in the 1950s onwards. His Faculty of Fine Art building 
at Dhaka University (1956) is claimed to be ‘the first modern building in Bangladesh’. Its simple arrangement 
and honest expression shaped by programmatic, cultural and climatic concerns still look fresh today. Still in 
use, keeping alive Bangladeshi arts and craftwork, the building has become a national cultural centre for 
Bengalis and remains an enduring master-class in climate-responsive architecture. 
 
Other invited presentations came from Bijoy Jain (Studio Mumbai, India), Kerry Hill (Singapore), David 
Sheppard (Sheppard and Rout Architects, New Zealand), Paul Pholeros AM (HealthHabitat, Australia) and 
Ian Taylor (FCB Studios, UK)  
 
Jain and Hill spoke of the making of architecture rooted in context; the former with local knowledge and crafts 
invoking Soane with his outdoor studio of full scale assemblies and samples. Hill spoke of using private 
house commissions as a test bed for ideas. In the selected works from his 30 year career one felt that the 
design generators of time, place and culture were woven into the fabric of their design DNA. It was almost a 
relief to hear him admit, 'You can't find a reason for everything you make - architecture is a sensual 
experience'. Taylor was clear that sharing experiences outside one’s own cultural and climatic environments 
in a globalising world leads to greater innovation rather than homogenised solutions. 
 
Perhaps more importantly this conference gave a view to a wider collective responsibility for the profession; 
Advocacy for the built environment, not only by engaging with governments, but through projects 
demonstrating how improving the built environment can change lives of large numbers of people for the 
better. 

 
The organisers’ supreme feat of securing Bangladesh’s Prime Minister HE Sheik Hasina to open the 
conference (on a Friday) gave government endorsement and she spoke passionately about the need for 
architects to address the problems of rapid and unplanned urbanisation (Dhaka’s unofficial population is 22 
million), urging the profession to widen its remit beyond the design of buildings in pursuit of creating more 
environmentally-friendly and better-planned cities. 
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A number of presentations showed the profession is already alive to the broader needs indicated in the Prime 
Minister’s clarion call and others beyond. 
 
David Sheppard (New Zealand) told an extraordinary story of persistent advocacy by local architects in post-
earthquake Christchurch, New Zealand. Keen to be involved at an early stage with the city’s urban future and 
faced with resistant business and political interest (‘Don’t worry architects will get their chance when buildings 
are required’) they collaborated to prepare a document ‘Visions of Opportunity’. Yet despite capturing the 
attention of national Government architects are still not part of the official process. 
 
Sophia van Greunen (‘Assessing the Resiliance of Windhoek’) discussing the challenges to developing a 
sustainable plan for the capital of Africa’s newest independent state (and one of the most arid) exhorted, ‘We 
have to get involved at the political level to affect the urban plan in which we create buildings.’ 
 
Paul Pholeros argued for the need to rethink the traditional client base and redefine the scope of architecture 
to include health and well-being. He reminded the audience that '…poor people have no choices and need 
our best designs'. Such is the transferable relevance of his work, improving the living conditions of native 
Australian communities, this has led to consulting work outside Australia including with the office of the Mayor 
of New York.  
 
Facilities such as the Mombasa  ferry terminal (‘The Influence of Design on the Thermal Environment of 
Public Transport Transit Facilities’, Otieno Koteng and Juma Oino, Kenya) suffered by over 7 million people a 
year must abound in many locations awaiting the intelligent and holistic attention of the architect. 
Coincidentally in their General Assembly the previous day CAA members resolved to evaluate the potential of 
their Association for advocacy and the conference formed an imperative for taking this work forward.  
 
The Conference dates overlapped with International Mother Language Day (21 February). This annual 
holiday in Bangladesh is held in remembrance of those killed in 1952 fighting against the imposition of Urdu 
as the national language. Hundreds of thousands of people took to the streets, many making their way to lay 
flowers and wreaths at Central Shaheed Minar, which by the end of the day was a vast, colourful tribute to the 
national heroes who lost their lives. It was a privilege to part of such a unifying national event and to witness 
the passionate celebration of culture. Yet passion also generates friction and, as we left Dhaka, rallies 
triggered by the outcome of the trials for war crimes committed during the 1971 War of Liberation became 
violent. With elections due latest January 2014 this is also a time political change.  
 
The conference was only made possible by an organising committee of architects aided by an army of 
student volunteers; meeting this energetic, committed and intellectual group and others attending the 
conference made one optimistic for the future of architecture and the country. 
 
 
 
Tony Godwin and George Henderson 
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TOUR 

 

Louis Kahn’s National Assembly Building 

 
For a number of delegates, a visit to the National Assembly building in Dhaka City was an essential 
component of the conference. Initially designed in 1962 by architect Louis Kahn, his magnum opus was 
under construction for the next twenty years and went wildly over budget. Khan never saw his design 
completed, dying eight years before the building was officially opened. If Kahn’s monumental landmark was 
intended to impress, it achieves that ambition. The seven-storey building is a timeless giant with a brooding 
presence. 
 
Placed at the centre of a huge, island of landscaped tranquillity (citizens are now banished from the park and 
vast shadeless piazza for fear of politically motivated civil disturbance), the National Parliament Complex 
feels at odds with the real world it administers beyond its high-security gates, where chaos and congestion 
reign. The vast, spacious interiors seem perversely extravagant, located as they are in one of the poorest and 
most crowded countries of the world. The circulation spaces looked more like one of Piranesi’s etchings of 
imaginary prisons than the lobby of a modern government building.  
 
And in spite of Khan’s claim that he was creating ‘a new democracy’ in the architecture, the strong geometric 
forms and shapes (NZIA President, David Sheppard, who studied under Kahn at Pennsylvania recalled his 
office lined with history books from which he drew inspiration for these) make the building seem culturally 
disconnected from their locus and all the more remarkable that it has become an icon for the new nation.  
 
However, if it is possible to set aside all the controversial aspects of Kahn’s building (including its exorbitant 
cost) and to accept that it is an orphan from a previous age, it is difficult to deny that the National Assembly 
building is a powerful statement and the architecture still has the capacity to move the soul today. 

 
 
 
George Henderson and Tony Godwin 

 

 

 

 

 

 


