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WISE Ninth International CAA Student Competition. Housing our elderly. 

 
Liting Du, 2

ND
 Place Winner 

 
Light up the valley, light up the elderly. This project for Quingchuan village in rural China aims to improve the 

quality of public space and social life in a small rural settlement abandoned by the young and populated mainly by 

elderly people. The complete absence of street lighting inhibits the ageing residents’ capacity to socialise and take an 

active part in the community, so the solution is to distribute a series of ‘illumination cubes’ around the village and along 

the surrounding valley floor. Within the village these light cubes are implanted in existing redundant buildings, coaxing 

them back to life. Thus abandoned spaces and structures are reinvigorated and the social fabric of the village 

reconstituted through a relatively simple and economic strategy. The jury thought this a highly impressive project that 

responded with great sensitivity to a complex and challenging set of social factors. 
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Objectives and Aims 
 

 

The objectives of the Association, set out in its constitution, are the advancement of Architecture in the 

Commonwealth and the promotion and acquisition of knowledge of the various arts and sciences connected 

therewith.  

 

The Association is empowered in particular to; 

− promote co-operation between associations of architects within the Commonwealth and equivalent 

organisations outside the Commonwealth to ensure the maximum contribution by architects to the well-

being of society. 

− promote and encourage activities on a regional basis for the purpose of studying common issues. 

− make awards of medals or certificates in recognition of significant contributions to Architecture or its 

associated sciences. 

− receive, administer and apply donations, studentships or scholarships or for any other general or 

specific charitable object or purpose connected with the Association or, for any other charitable 

purpose connected with Architecture. 
 

 

The CAA’s current aims, grouped under the following headings, are; 

 

Education 

− Operating criteria and procedures for the validation of courses in architecture. 

− Supporting international mutual recognition of qualifications in architecture. 

− Organising an international student competition. 

 

Practice 

− Supporting conferences, seminars and workshop on sustainable building and construction practices. 

 

Communication 

− Dissemination of information on architecture. 

 

Commonwealth 

− Participation in Commonwealth forums including those concerning the built environment for the 

purpose of improving the quality of the built environment. 

− Collaboration with BEPIC the informal grouping of associations of built environment professions in 

the Commonwealth. 

 

International 

− Collaboration with regional associations of architects. 

− Collaboration with the International Union of Architects (UIA). 

 



  
 

 

C o m m o n w e a l t h  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A r c h i t e c t s                  2       
UK Registered Charity No 288022 
P O Box 1166,  Stamford,  PE9 2HL, UK.  Tel/Fax: +44 1780 238091   Email: admin@comarchitect.org   Website: www.comarchitect.org 

              

 

Public Benefit 
 

The Council and Trustees have referred to the Charities Commission’s guidance on the public benefit 

requirement for UK charities and have considered how planned activities meet this requirement. 

 

During the year the charity has furthered its charitable purposes for the public benefit through; 

 

Education 

− Validating courses in architecture and national validation systems. This improves and strengthens 

standards in higher education in architecture by benchmarking and facilitates exchange and 

movement of students, academics and practitioners between countries. 

− Collaborating with other signatories in the Canberra Accord for Architectural Education enabling 

the mutual recognition of architectural qualifications. This aims to facilitate movement of graduates 

across borders advancing architectural knowledge through exchange and increasing economic 

opportunities for small and developing economies in the Commonwealth. 

− Holding an international student competition for design of  housing for the elderly, promoting 

excellence and allowing students to see, and learn from, the work of their peers across a diverse 

range of cultures. 

 

Practice 

− Supporting seminars and conferences raising awareness of designing for sustainability and climate 

change and exchanging  knowledge in the profession. 

 

 

 

 

This report is approved by the Council and Trustees on the 3 April 2013; 

 

 

Signed………………………………………………. 

Ar. Mubasshar Hussain, President  

On behalf of the CAA Council 

 

 

Signed 

Roger Shrimplin, Trustee and Honorary Secretary / Treasurer 

On behalf of the CAA Trustees 
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Membership 

 

The Members of the Association are institutes, associations and societies which, in the opinion of the 

Council, represent the body of architects in a country and subscribe to the purposes and objects of the 

Association. They must be constituted in a manner consistent with the policies of the Association and not 

discriminate against their own members or potential members on the basis of race, colour, sex, religion, 

national origin or political persuasion. During the year Pakistan and St Kitts & Nevis joined the association, 

and Rwanda has applied for membership.   Membership in 2012 comprised; 

 
Country 

 

Institute/Association 

Australia Royal Australian Institute of Architects 

Bahamas* Institute of Bahamian Architects 

Bangladesh Institute of Architects Bangladesh 

Barbados Barbados Institute of Architects 

Bermuda Institute of Bermuda Architects 

Botswana Architects Association of Botswana 

Cyprus Cyprus Civil Engineers & Architects Association  

Fiji Fiji Association of Architects  

Ghana* Ghana Institute of Architects 

Guyana Guyana Institute of Architects  

Hong Kong Hong Kong Institute of Architects  

India* Indian Institute of Architects  

Jamaica Jamaica Institute of Architects 

Kenya Architectural Association of Kenya  

Lesotho* Lesotho Architects Engineers & Surveyors Association  

Malawi* Malawi Institute of Architects  

Malta Kamra Tal-Periti  

Namibia Namibia Institute of Architects 

New Zealand New Zealand Institute of Architects  

Nigeria Nigerian Institute of Architects  

Pakistan Institute of Architects Pakistan 

Papua New Guinea Papua New Guinea Institute of Architects. 

Sierra Leone* Sierra Leone Institute of Architects 

Singapore Singapore Institute of Architects 

South Africa South African Institute of Architects  

Sri Lanka Sri Lanka Institute of Architects 

St Kitts and Nevis St Kitts and Nevis Institute of Architects 

St Lucia* St. Lucia Association of Architects 

St Vincent and The Grenadines* St. Vincent & The Grenadines Institute Of Architects 

Tanzania* Architectural Association of Tanzania 

Trinidad & Tobago Trinidad And Tobago Institute Of Architects 

Uganda Uganda Society of Architects 

United Kingdom Royal Institute of British Architects 

Zambia* Zambia Institute of Architects 

Zimbabwe* Zimbabwe Institute of Architects 

 
* Members Suspended for non-payment of dues 
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Activities 
 

 
 

EDUCATION  

 E002 -  

- CAA Validation System 

- On-going administration of the system with 5 Validation Panel Executive 

Committee (ExCom) meetings (03.12, 05.12, 08.12, 10.12). 

- Presentation of the CAA System  to the Australasian Architecture Schools 

Association  (AASA) annual  meeting by Professor Gordon Holden.  

- Presentation of the CAA System to the Standing Committee of Heads of 

Schools of Architecture (SCHOSA) annual meeting by Tony Godwin and 

George Henderson.   

- Validation panellist Essy Baniassad ( Hong Kong)  joined Ex Com. 

- All CAA panellists were briefed by Claire Newton the Chair of Validation and 

Tony Godwin prior to visits.  

 

 

 E059 South Africa  

- CAA / SACAP (South African Council for the Architectural Profession) 

Validation System Agreement 

Following ceasing of recognition of the SACAP System in December 2011:  
- Negotiation of an interim validation agreement  to run for a minimum of  2 

years based on a comparative analysis of the SACAP  ‘Purple book Procedures 

and CAA Procedures’.   

- London meeting between Tony Godwin,  Mansur Ahmadu (Nigeria) and 

George Henderson (UK) and SACAP President, Phil Mashabane, and Chair of 

Validation, Gerald Steyn and South African Institute of Architects (SAIA), 

President, Fanuel Motsepe.  

- The Agreement allows for two CAA representatives to join each SACAP 

visiting board. The SACAP procedures are used with added CAA requirements 

to achieve equivalency to a CAA direct validation visit.  A separate CAA 

report is produced. 

- A joint CAA SACAP statement was issued to inform the South African schools 

of the changes.  

-  CAA representatives have participated in 4 visits to enable reinstatement of 

the schools on the CAA list. 

 

 

 E083 UK  

 Validation Agreement with the Royal Institute of British Architects 

In 2011 the RIBA made it clear that they required ’first hand knowledge’ of student 

work to be able to recognise qualifications listed by CAA.  

CAA could not provide this for Australia and South Africa where schools are 

recognised by system validation and options were discussed for recognition of CAA 

directly validated schools. The CAA procedure for combined visits with national 

institutes was not acceptable to RIBA and the CAA ExCom decided that the RIBA 

proposal to have significant representation on CAA boards with an RIBA secretary and 

report in the RIBA format would undermine the sovereignty of the CAA System. So 

with effect from the conclusion of their 2011-2012 academic year, RIBA recognition of 

the CAA schools ended. 
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E083 UK (cont) 

The closing of a route for CAA graduates to become RIBA chartered members 

(overseas) was the practical effect but the loss of the RIBA ‘mark’ inevitably raised 

questions about the credibility of the CAA System.  

CAA was pleased therefore that the joint CAA RIBA letter expressed  mutual respect  

and that the RIBA will continue their support for the CAA System which recognises 

the UK System and includes RIBA experts on the CAA Validation Panel. This 

development also ended the persistent misunderstanding among graduates that RIBA 

recognition was equal to accreditation required for UK registration. 

  

 E085  

- Canberra Accord  

Operational from January 2010 ’…to facilitate international mobility of graduates in 

architecture and contribute to improving the quality of architectural education through 

benchmarking…’ between the founder signatory authorities, Australia, CAA, Canada, 

China, Korea, Mexico and USA with established systems agreed to be substantially 

equivalent.  

Within Canberra the US now automatically gives CAA directly validated 

(‘piggybacking’ of qualifications recognised through CAA system validation is not 

allowed) qualifications 155 of the 160 credits required to pass the EESA-NCARB 

Evaluation for international qualifications in architecture. 

On-going participation in the Accord including; 

- Payment of annual subscription (£1,400) reduced to account for GNP of CAA 

countries. 

- Attending second teleconference of signatories. 

For more information visit www.canberraccord.org 

 

 

 E088 Hong Kong  

- Validation Agreement with the Hong Kong Institute of Architects 

The Agreement was completed in draft and HKIA/ARB has made comments which are 

now being considered by CAA ExCom. 

 

 

 E108 Jamaica  

01.12 Visiting Board to the Caribbean School of Architecture, Kingston 

This recommended  unconditional validation (continued).  Eugenic Bell (out-of- region, 

Australia) chaired the board and Mark Raymond (in-region, Trinidad) represented 

CAA.  Panellist, Laurie Ferron (Jamaica), acted as secretary.  

 

 

 E109 Hong Kong   

06.12 CAA HKIA Visiting board to the University of Hong Kong 

The visit took place under the terms of the draft CAA HKIA Agreement using the 

HKIA ARB Procedure supplemented with CAA requirements to achieve equivalency 

with a CAA direct visit  (see E088 above). 

The report recommended unconditional validation (continued). Warwick Bell (out of 

region, New Zealand) acted as CAA Chair and Zebun Ahmed (in region, Bangladesh) 

represented CAA. 
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 E112 Kenya   

11.12 Visiting Board (conditions) to Jomo Kenyatta, University of Agriculture and 

Technology  

This recommended unconditional validation (continued) for the remainder of the period 

to the next visit. Malcolm Campbell (in-region, South Africa) represented CAA and 

chaired the visit. 

  

 

 E113   

05.12 WISE (Welcoming Inclusive Spaces for the Elderly) 

Ninth International CAA Student Competition 

At the 67
th
 Council meeting in Dhaka, it was agreed to proceed with the 9

th
 

International Student Competition and a working group convened by Clare Newton, 

CAA Chair of Validation, settled on a brief to do with inclusive design for the elderly.  

Sponsorship of £3,750, plus the travel cost of their jury member, Rachel Sayers, was 

secured from Feilden Clegg Bradley Studios (UK).  The Architectural Review 

continues to support the competition and Catherine Slessor, managing editor, chaired 

the jury.  Other jury members are: 

• Ashvin Kumar Kantilal.  Past President, Singapore Institute of Architects   

• Peter Rich Jury Chair.  Peter Rich Architects and Professor of Architecture at the 

University of Witwatersrand. 

• Samsul Wares.  Professor and Dean, School of Environment and Design, 

University of Asia Pacific, Bangladesh.  

Submissions were made online. The brief and results can be found at 

www.wisecompetition.com 

  

 

 E118  

09.12 Canberra Accord 2
nd

 Conference Call  

This was attended by Clare Newton (CAA Chair of Validation, Australia) and Tony 

Godwin and covered the following: 

- Q&A and a brochure about the Accord were approved.  

- Agreement that the UIA be granted permanent observer status on the Accord. 

- Accepting  the Reviewers report on changes to the Mexican (ANPAPEH) 

Procedures which recommended acceptance of these. 

- Accepting the Reviewers report, recommending acceptance of the Chinese 

(NBAA) accreditation procedures.  

- Accepting the Reviewers report recommending acceptance of the Canadian 

(CACB-CCCA) accreditation procedures. 

The 4
th
 General Meeting of the Accord will take place in Guadalajara, Mexico on 1

st
 – 

3
rd

 May 2013 hosted by ANPADEH.  

 

 

 E114 South Africa  

07.12 CAA SACAP Visiting Board to Tshwane University of Technology 

This visit was carried out in partnership with the SACAP Procedures under the interim 

validation agreement with South Africa (see E059 above).This recommended  

unconditional validation. (continued).  George Henderson (out-of- region, UK) and 

Sithabile Mathe (in- region, Botswana) represented CAA.  
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 E115 South Africa  

08.12 CAA SACAP Visiting Board to University of  Witswatersrand  

This visit was carried out in partnership with the SACAP Procedures under the interim 

validation agreement with South Africa (see E059 above). This recommended  

unconditional Validation (continued). Phillip Kungu (out- of -region, Kenya) and Essy 

Baniassad  (in-region, Hong Kong) represented CAA. 

 

 

 E116 South Africa  

10.12 Visiting Board to University of the Free State  

This visit was carried out in partnership with the SACAP Procedures under the interim 

validation agreement with South Africa (see E059 above). 

This recommended  unconditional Validation (continued).  Narendra Dengle (out of 

region, India) and Waweru Gathecha  (in region, Kenya) represented CAA 

   

 

 E117 South Africa  

07.12 CAA SACAP Visiting Board to University of  Pretoria  

SACAP  had carried out a visit to this school in March 2012 and CAA agreed to visit 

the school independently to review the material presented  for the SACAP visit and 

endorse or otherwise, the SACAP recommendations.    

The visit recommended conditional validation (continued) for the Part 2 degrees and 

Conditional Validation (continued) for the Part 1 degree.  George Henderson (out- of- 

region, UK) and Sithabile Mathe (in-region, Botswana) represented CAA. 
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Activities 
 

  
PRACTICE 

 
 P132 South Africa  

 Green Building Handbook 

CAA has endorsed the South African Green Building Handbook 2012 edition.   

http://www.greenbuilding.co.za/content/green-building/hand.  

 

 

 P134  

04.13 

 

WCCA CAA International Jubilee Card Design Competition 

Worshipful Company of Chartered Architects, a City of London Livery Company, 

invited CAA  to partner an international design competition for a 3D ‘pop up’ 

Diamond (60
th
) Jubilee card for HM The Queen.  

The competition was open to architects, graduates and students in Commonwealth and 

CAA member countries. 

A shortlist of cards was selected by a jury including the Master of the WCCA and  the 

Executive Director of CAA and exhibited on the competition website. The overall 

winner was selected by public vote. 

The winner, Wan Huay Kwong, from Singapore and an architect practicing in 

Australia, described his entry as an ‘up-cycled’ card.  This used a page from an 

unwanted window catalogue to draw the Queen’s attention to issues of Sustainability 

in her leadership of the Commonwealth. 

By July we had received a letter from the Chief Clerk to the Queen stating that ‘Her 

Majesty was touched by your thought in enclosing the winning entry … which she was 

pleased to see and has given her much pleasure’….. 

 

 

  

COMMUNICATIONS  
 

 

 C005/7  

- CAA Online Strategy (Website + eJournal) 

During the year an Online Strategy has been developed with CAA’s eJournal                                 

publishing partners Alive2green in South Africa with the emphasis on networking and 

mobility. The strategy puts at its core the ‘college’ of schools validated by CAA and 

CAA member organisations, and the opportunity to share knowledge through an 

eJournal. 

The brief, data collection surveys and a website framework have been developed 

alongside necessary work to refresh CAA’s contact databases.  

The site will carry two main  data ‘banks’ of information; country practice profiles 

(gathered in collaboration with UIA) and a directory of CAA recognised schools of 

architecture. 

Income will be generated through advertising in the eJournal publication. 
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CAA Meetings and International  
 

 

 A012  Bangladesh  

02.12 67
th

 Council meeting, Dhaka 

This meeting was hosted by  the Institute of Architects Bangladesh 

 

 

 A015  

09.12 Trustees meeting via Skype 
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Financial Review 
 
 

Accounts 
 

  

 

2012 2011 2010 2009 

INCOME     

Subscriptions 77548 51185 47672 47937 

Grants from the Commonwealth Foundation 1,500 4000 10000 0 

Sponsorship and other   168 0 

Validation fees 5380 3950 0 0 

Interest 9 18 10 86 

     

Total Income 84437 59153 57850 48023 

     

EXPENDITURE     

Charitable Activities (direct expenditure) 44393 34297 52162 57424 

Governance and the costs of generating 

voluntary income 

15217 7824 12896  

12514 

Bad debts, Depreciation and Miscellaneous 3374 200 1628 3 

     

Total expenditure 62984 42321 66686 69941 

     

Surplus/(deficit) for the year 21453 16832 (8836) (21918) 

Fund balances carried forward 50695 30000 13168 22004 

 
Policy on Reserves  
 

The Association’s policy is to maintain a reserve of £30,000 against the risk of loss of subscription income 

and to assist with cash flow.  

 

The main source of funding is membership subscriptions with four of the larger members contributing 80% 

of the income. The amount of the reserve has been determined to allow the organisation to conclude its 

affairs and meet outstanding financial obligations in the case of one or more of these members ceasing to 

contribute. 
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Reference and Administration 

 

Trustees 2012 
 

George Henderson 

Llewellyn van Wyk 

Roger Shrimplin 
               

Council and Officers 2010-2013 
Elected at the 19

th
 General Assembly, 16-17 February 2010, Colombo, Sri Lanka. During the year  Nick 

Willson (UK) stood down as Honorary Secretary/Treasurer and was replaced by Roger Shrimplin. 

 

President (Officer) Mubasshar Hussain (Bangladesh, President IAB) 

Senior Vice President Rukshan Widyalankara (Sri Lanka, PP SLIA) 

Immediate Past President Gordon Holden (New Zealand) 

Honorary Secretary/Treasurer (Officer) Roger Shrimplin (UK) 

 

Education Committee 

Chair of Education Mansur Ahmadu (Nigeria) 

Chair of Validation Panel  Clare Newton (Australia) 

 

Practice Committee 

Chair of Practice Christos Panayiotides (Cyprus) 

 

Communication Committee 

Chair of Communications Jayantha Perera (Sri Lanka, PP SLIA) 

 

Regional Vice Presidents 

Africa(West). Jimoh Faworaja (Nigeria, PP NIA) 

Americas. William Harris (Guyana, PP GIA) 

Asia. Chandana Edirisuriya (President SLIA) 

Europe. Vincent Cassar (Malta, PP KTP) 

Oceania. John Sinclair (New Zealand, PP NZIA) 
 

Secretariat 
 

Executive Director Tony Godwin (UK)  
 

Bankers 
 

The Royal Bank of Scotland plc 

171 Tottenham Court Road, London, W1P ODL. 
 

Independent Examiner 
 

M J Pinches, Chartered Accountant, 

3 Rose Hill Arch Mews, Dorking, Surrey RH4 2ER 

 


