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Objectives and Aims 
 
 
The objectives of the Association, set out in its Constitution, are the advancement of Architecture in the 
Commonwealth and the promotion and acquisition of knowledge of the various arts and sciences connected 
therewith.  
 
The Association is empowered in particular to; 
 promote co-operation between associations of architects within the Commonwealth and equivalent 

organisations outside the Commonwealth to ensure the maximum contribution by architects to the well-
being of society. 

 promote and encourage activities on a regional basis for the purpose of studying common issues. 
 make awards of medals or certificates in recognition of significant contributions to Architecture or its 

associated sciences. 
 receive, administer and apply donations, studentships or scholarships or for any other general or specific 

charitable object or purpose connected with the Association or, for any other charitable purpose 
connected with Architecture. 

 
 
The CAA’s current aims, grouped under the following headings, are; 
 
Education 

 Operating criteria and procedures for the validation of courses in architecture. 
 Supporting international mutual recognition of qualifications in architecture. 
 Organising an international student competition. 

 
Practice 

 Supporting conferences, seminars and workshop on sustainable building and construction practices. 
 
Communication 

 Dissemination of information on architecture. 
 

Commonwealth 
 Participation in Commonwealth forums including those concerning the built environment for the 

purpose of improving the quality of the built environment. 
 Collaboration with BEPIC the informal grouping of associations of built environment professions in 

the Commonwealth. 
 

International 
 Collaboration with regional associations of architects. 
 Collaboration with the International Union of Architects (UIA) and the Architect’s Council of 

Europe (ACE) 
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Public Benefit 
 
The Council and Trustees have referred to the Charities Commission’s guidance on the public benefit 
requirement for UK charities and have considered how planned activities meet this requirement. 
 
During the year the charity has furthered its charitable purposes for the public benefit through; 
 
Education 

 Validating courses in architecture and national validation systems. This improves and strengthens 
standards in higher education in architecture by benchmarking and facilitates exchange and 
movement of students, academics and practitioners between countries. 

 Collaborating with other signatories in the Canberra Accord for Architectural Education enabling the 
mutual recognition of architectural qualifications. This aims to facilitate movement of graduates 
across borders advancing architectural knowledge through exchange and increasing economic 
opportunities for small and developing economies in the Commonwealth. 

 Holding an international student competition on the Future of the City promoting excellence and 
allowing students to see, and learn from, the work of their peers across a diverse range of cultures. 

 
Practice 

 Supporting seminars and conferences raising awareness of designing for sustainability and climate 
change and exchanging  knowledge in the profession. 

 Initiating a range of activities to support collaboration between architects and the raising of quality 
standards in the construction industry across the Commonwealth. 

 

 

 

 

This report is approved by the Council and Trustees on the…………….2017; 

 

 

Signed………………………………………………. 

Ar. Vincent Cassar, President  

On behalf of the CAA Council 

 

 

Signed………………………………………………. 

John Geeson, Trustee and Honorary Secretary / Treasurer 

On behalf of the CAA Trustees 
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Membership 
 
The Members of the Association are institutes, associations and societies which, in the opinion of the 
Council, represent the body of architects in a country and subscribe to the purposes and objects of the 
Association. They must be constituted in a manner consistent with the policies of the Association and not 
discriminate against their own members or potential members on the basis of race, colour, sex, religion, 
national origin or political persuasion. The current membership is drawn from the following organizations. 
 
Country 
 

Institute/Association 

Antigua & Barbuda Antigua & Barbuda Institute of Architects 
Australia Royal Australian Institute of Architects 
Bahamas Institute of Bahamian Architects 
Bangladesh Institute of Architects Bangladesh 
Barbados Barbados Institute of Architects 
Bermuda Institute of Bermuda Architects 
Botswana Architects Association of Botswana 
Cyprus Cyprus Civil Engineers & Architects Association  
Fiji Fiji Association of Architects  
Ghana Ghana Institute of Architects 
Guyana Guyana Institute of Architects  
Hong Kong Hong Kong Institute of Architects  
India Indian Institute of Architects  
Jamaica Jamaica Institute of Architects 
Kenya Architectural Association of Kenya  
Lesotho Lesotho Architects Engineers & Surveyors Association  
Malawi Malawi Institute of Architects  
Malta Kamra Tal-Periti  
Mauritius Mauritius Institute of Architects 
Namibia Namibia Institute of Architects 
New Zealand New Zealand Institute of Architects  
Nigeria Nigerian Institute of Architects  
Pakistan Institute of Architects Pakistan 
Papua New Guinea Papua New Guinea Institute of Architects. 
Sierra Leone Sierra Leone Institute of Architects 
Singapore Singapore Institute of Architects 
South Africa South African Institute of Architects  
Sri Lanka Sri Lanka Institute of Architects 
St Kitts and Nevis St Kitts and Nevis Institute of Architects 
St Lucia St. Lucia Association of Architects 
St Vincent and The Grenadines St. Vincent & The Grenadines Institute Of Architects 
Tanzania Architectural Association of Tanzania 
Trinidad & Tobago Trinidad And Tobago Institute Of Architects 
Uganda Uganda Society of Architects 
United Kingdom Royal Institute of British Architects 
Zambia Zambia Institute of Architects 
Zimbabwe Zimbabwe Institute of Architects 
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Activities 
 
Description Country
 UK 

Robert Matthew Award 2016. 
CAA successfully concluded the selection of the RMA 2016. 
A 3 member Jury was appointed to judge the awards submissions. 
The Jury members were selected from different regions and 
included 2 eminent Architects from the Member Organisations 
and a non-architect. 
The Jury members were: 
 
a) Ar. Peter Stuchbury, Australia 

b) Ar. D. Justin Snell, South Africa 

c) Ms. Arfa Sayeda Zehra, Pakistan 

Four nominations for the award were received, from Pakistan, 
UK, Nigeria and India, and Grimshaw Architects, UK and Pervaiz 
Vandal and Associates, Pakistan were the joint recipients of the 
Robert Matthew Award 2016. 

Commonwealth 
wide 

The CAA website was re-designed and moved to a new webhost to 
improve the ability to update with the latest news and 
information. The re-design work was completed in Sri Lanka. 

Sri Lanka 

In April training of new members of the validation panel was 
undertaken in Durban, South Africa. 

South Africa 

Validation reviews of the architectural courses at Universities of 
Cape Town and Witwaterstand in South Africa were completed. 

South Africa 

A validation review of the architectural course at the University 
of Nairobi, Kenya was completed. 

Kenya 

In May 2016 CAA, represented by Sithabile Mathe from Botswana, 
participated in the Canberra Accord review of the Korean 
Architectural Accreditation Board educational system. 

Korea/ 
Botswana 

A questionnaire relating to the types of support that would be 
appropriate in the various member countries was circulated in 
support of the initiative with the British Board of Agrément to 
investigate the feasibility of developing a Commonwealth-wide 
system of product testing and accreditation in the construction 
industry. 

Commonwealth 
wide 

The Specialist Architects website was modifid and updated with 
the aim of providing a network of architects across the 
Commonwealth who would be willing to advise or collaborate 
with others seeking partners for projects. An online fee payment 

Commonwealth 
wide 
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system was added to the site. 
A first stage review of the CAA archive was completed to 
catalogue the content. This will allow the next stage of the 
review to commence which will aim to establish the historical 
value of the records of the Association. 

UK 

CAA were represented at a Commonwealth Organisations meeting 
in London by Dik Jarman from the RAIA. 

Commonwealth 
wide 

John Geeson represented CAA at a meeting in London organised 
by the Prince’s Foundation for Building Community to review 
progress on the Rapid Urbanisation Planning Toolkit. 

UK 

Peter Oborn represented CAA at the World Humanitarian Summit 
in Istanbul where the Association’s support for the Global 
Alliance for Urban Crises was confirmed. 

Commonwealth 
wide 

CAA President Vincent Cassar represented the Association at a 
meeting of the Commonwealth Family in Marlborough House. 

Commonwealth 
wide 

Several meetings of the BEPIC Group were held in London to 
discuss the ways in which the  built environment professions 
could collaborate to support the aims of the individual 
organisations. Agreement was reached to support the formation 
of the UK Built Environment Advisory Group which will participate 
in UK government initiatives 

UK 

A Trustees meeting was held in November via Skype during which 
the budget was discussed and the proposed amendments for 2017 
were agreed to be proposed to Council at the next Council 
meeting. The Trustees also supported the proposal to undertake 
a survey of the state of the architectural profession in the 
Commonwealth proposed by the working group on Future Vision. 

 

Three Council meetings were held during the course of the year, 
one in Lahore, and two via Skype.

Pakistan 

The Association was saddened to receive the resignation of the 
Gorden Holden as Trustee. Professor Holden was an esteemed 
Past President of the Association and was involved for many 
years, and his guidance as a Trustee will be missed. 

 

Vision 2030 
Council agreed that the CAA should produce an updated Vision for 
2030 in order to help direct activity over this period while also 
providing a document with which to attract new members. 
A work-group has been created to take this initiative forward, 
comprising: Vincent Cassar (CAA President/Malta), Kalim Siddique 
(Pakistan), Dik Jarman (Australia), John Geeson (Hon 
Treasurer/UK) and Peter Oborn (VP Europe). It is likely that the 
Vision will be framed around the ways in which the Association 
can contribute to delivery of the Sustainable Development Goals, 

Commonwealth 
wide 
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the Paris Climate Change Agreement and the New Urban Agenda. 
CAA Survey of the Profession 
In order to help inform Vision 2030, it has also been agreed to 
undertake a Survey of the Profession throughout the 
Commonwealth. A draft questionnaire has been developed and 
will be tested as a pilot among members of Council before being 
issued more widely. 
There will be liaison with a range of other stakeholders such as 
the Commonwealth Local Government Forum and the 
Commonwealth Association of Planners to explore the ways in 
which the outcome of the survey can effectively be used for 
advocacy purposes (the suspicion being that it will most likely 
reveal the weakness of the profession throughout the 
Commonwealth). We envisage that the results of the study will be 
available in time for the UIA World Congress to be held in 
September.  

Commonwealth 
wide 
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Financial Review 
 
 

Accounts 
 

  
 

2016 2015 2014 2013

INCOME  
Subscriptions 55182 61738
Grants from the Commonwealth Foundation 0 4000
Sponsorship and other              4765 
Validation fees 6475 4748
Interest  53 134
  
Total Income 52253 66547 70620

 
EXPENDITURE  
Charitable Activities (direct expenditure) 13939 82283
Governance and the costs of generating 
voluntary income 

          46292 17940

Bad debts, Depreciation and Miscellaneous 139 2064
  
Total expenditure  60370 102287

 
Surplus/(deficit) for the year 6176 31667
Fund balances carried forward 79701 54876 29660 19028

 
Policy on Reserves  
 
The Association’s policy is to maintain a minimum reserve of £30,000 against the risk of loss of subscription 
income and to assist with cash flow. 
 
The main source of funding is membership subscriptions with four of the larger members contributing 80% 
of the income. The amount of the reserve has been determined to allow the organisation to conclude its 
affairs and meet outstanding financial obligations in the case of one or more of these members ceasing to 
contribute. 
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Reference and Administration 
 
Trustees 2016 
John Geeson 
Llewellyn van Wyk 
Gordon Holden (resigned August) 
Annette Fisher 
Dik Jarman  
               

Council and Officers 2016-2019 
Elected at the 21st General Assembly, London UK, June 2015. 
 
President (Officer) Vincent Cassar (Malta, PP KTP) 
Senior Vice President Kalim Siddiqui (Pakistan) 
Immediate Past President Rukshan Widyalankara (Sri Lanka, PP SLIA) 
Honorary Secretary/Treasurer (Officer) John Geeson (UK) 
 
Education Committee 
Chair of Education Christos Panayiotides (Cyprus) 
 
Practice Committee 
Chair of Practice Chandana Edirisuriya (Sri Lanka) 
 
Communication Committee 
Chair of Communications Jayantha Perera (Sri Lanka, PP SLIA) 
 
Regional Vice Presidents 
Africa Sithabile Mathe (Botswana) 
Americas Wycliffe Morgan (St Kitts and Nevis) 
Asia Jalal Ahmad (Bangladesh) 
Europe Peter Oborn (UK) 
Oceania Dik JArman (Australia) 
 
Validation 
Chair of Validation Panel (temp) Sithabile Mathe (Botswana) 
 

Secretariat 
Executive Director Nadeesha Yahampath (Sri Lanka)  
 

Bankers 
The Royal Bank of Scotland plc 
171 Tottenham Court Road, London, W1P ODL. 
 

Independent Examiner 
Sayer Vincent LLP 
Invicta House 108-114 Golden Lane London EC1Y 0TL 


